
Today, on this thirty-seventh week (September 19) of our 2022 Global Coordinating Group 

calendar, we are invited to listen to the heart of the world and hold in our prayers the 24 Sisters 

and 40 Associates serving in Senegal as well as the people of that West African nation. 

 

The Sisters are from three CSJ Congregations: the Institut des Souers de Saint Joseph, Annecy, 

and Lyon,  and serve in nursery schools, an orphanage and a house for single mothers as well as 

in parish work, pastoral care with youth, and homecare for individuals living with illness.  Since 

1980, the General or Regional Councils of the various congregations of the CSJs of Lyon have been 

working together in the region, and between 1989-1999 served in Youtou in the Casamance 

region (a religiously diverse area of Senegal in which Islam, Christianity, and Traditional African 

religious are all practiced). In 1999, the West African Region was established; and, in 2011 the 

Lyon and Annecy congregations worked out a plan for a common novitiate in Senegal (which 

began with four Novices). While the Institute des Souers de Saint 

Joseph and the Annecy Congregation continue their Senegal 

missions, the Sisters of Lyon currently serve in Burkina Faso and 

Ivory Coast.  You can read about the new training program 

supported by the Annecy Congregation in this article; while this 

article describes the work of the ‘Blessed Anuarite Hostel’ which 

celebrated its 27th anniversary as a project for young girls “of the 

Diocese of Tambacounda and entrusted to the Congregation of the Sisters of Saint Joseph of 

Annecy”. (see image of children) 

 
Country Background: The Republic of Senegal is located in West Africa. Its name in Wolof (the 
national language) is “Sunuu Gaal” which translates as “Our Boat”. The history of Senegal is 

commonly divided into several periods encompassing the prehistoric 
era, the precolonial period, colonialism, and the contemporary era.  
While the earliest evidence of human life was found in the valley of 
the Falémé in the south-east of the country and dates back to the 
Paleolithic Period, the periodization of pre-history in Senegal remains 
controversial with archeological finds such as the Mounds in the 
Saloum Delta (now a World Heritage Site) dating back to 400 BC.  Thus, 
in the absence of “written sources and monumental ruins in this 
region, the history of the early centuries of the modern era must be 
based primarily on archaeological excavations, the writing of early 

geographers and travelers (written in Arabic) and data derived from oral tradition. Combining 
these data suggests that Senegal was first populated from the north and east in several waves of 
migration, the last being that of the Wolof, the Fulani and the Serer.” (Wikipedia) The 
contemporary nation of Senegal has its roots in European colonialism - which began in the mid-
15th century when various European powers began competing for trade in the area. The 
establishment of coastal trading posts gradually led to the control of the mainland, culminating 
in French rule of the area by the 19th century -- albeit amid much local resistance. Senegal 
peacefully attained independence from France in 1960, and since has been among the more 

http://srsofstjosephofannecy.org/index.php/en/west-africa/265-new-trainining-strategy-at-the-ssja-skill-centre-catering
http://srsofstjosephofannecy.org/index.php/en/west-africa/263-blessed-anuarite-hotel
http://srsofstjosephofannecy.org/index.php/en/west-africa/263-blessed-anuarite-hotel


politically stable countries in Africa. Today, the Republic of Senegal has a population of 17.5 
million (2022), and lies at an ecological boundary where semi-arid grassland, oceanfront, and 
tropical rainforest converge - endowing the country with a rich diversity of plant and animal life 
from which their national symbols were chosen: the Baobab tree and the lion. Economically, 
despite significant growth and decades of political stability, Senegal still faces serious 
development challenges with more than one third of the population living below the poverty line 
and 75percent of families suffering from chronic poverty. Moreover, while it has been considered 
a politically stable country with three peaceful transitions since independence in 1960, the 
country’s July 2022 elections resulted in a National Assembly without an outright majority; a 
situation never before faced by past Senegalese presidents.  (Sources: Aljazeera News, Encyclopedia 
Britannica, Wikipedia, World Bank, World Food Program) 
 

 
United in prayer, the Global Joseph Family, 7850 Sisters, 5700 Associates, 34 Agrégées in 44 

countries, listening to the heart of the world 
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