
Today, on this thirty-fifth week (September 5) of our 2022 Global Coordinating Group calendar, 

we are invited to listen to the heart of the world and hold in our prayers the 9 Sisters serving in 

Puerto Rico as well as  the people of that island territory. 

 

The Sisters belong to the Brentwood Congregation and serve in education, health care, pastoral 

care and social work.  In 1966, the Congregation founded the Academia Maria Reina (in the 

capital city San Juan) which today offers grades 7-12 in order to 

enable “young women to discover their unique talents and 

gifts”. The goal of the school is to have students be agents of 

their own development and simultaneously be at the service of 

the community in which they live.  Responding to the 

devastation caused by Hurricane Maria (2017), this short video 

shows how all of the U.S.-based CSJ schools joined together in 

action to support their sister school in Puerto Rico which was 

dramatically damaged by the storm.  After the hurricane, the Sisters also gathered funds to fix 

local houses and provide replacement furnture, appliances, beds, food and clothing as well as 

support the Tamarindo Center summer program.  

 

Country Background: Puerto Rico is an unincorporated 

territory of the United States of America - located in the 

northeast Caribbean Sea approximately 1,600 km southeast of 

Miami (Florida). An archipelago among the Greater Antilles, 

Puerto Rico includes the main island as well as the smaller 

islands of Mona, Culebra, and Vieques. Originally populated by 

the Indigenous Taíno people, the island was claimed for Spain 

by Christopher Columbus in 1493 which resulted in four centuries of Spanish colonial 

government. Spain's distant administrative control continued until the end of the 19th century, 

helping to produce a distinctive creole Hispanic culture and language that combined elements 

from the Native Americans, Africans, and Iberians. In 1899, following the Spanish–American War, 

the United States acquired Puerto Rico under the terms of the Treaty of Paris. By U.S. law, Puerto 

Ricans are citizens of the United States and may move freely between the island and the 

mainland.  However, Puerto Rico does not have a vote in the United States Congress, which 

governs the territory with full jurisdiction under the Puerto Rico Federal Relations Act of 1950. 

With a population of 3.2million (2022) and more than 43percent living in poverty (according to 

the US Census Bureau), several referenda have been held in Puerto Rico to change its territorial 

status. For example, this 2022 NBC report interviews Puerto Ricans regarding an historic new bill 

drafted by House Democrats which would allow them to choose between statehood, 

independence, or sovereignty with free association. Economically, the island faces several 

challenges. For example, according to the Council on Foreign Relations, Puerto Rico’s “economy 

has languished due to the loss of federal tax provisions, the accumulation of massive debt, ill 

effects of natural disasters, the coronavirus pandemic, government mismanagement, and 
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population decline.” Speaking specifically to the mismanagement issue, in August2022 the 

territory’s former governor was arrested on corruption charges. (Sources: Al Aljazeera news, Council 

on Foreign Relations, NBC news, U.S. Census Bureau, Wikepedia,  World Populations Review)  

 
United in prayer, the Global Joseph Family, 7850 Sisters, 5700 Associates, 34 Agrégées in 44 

countries, listening to the heart of the world 
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