
In this thirty-fourth week (August 29) of our 2022 Global Coordinating Group calendar, we are 

invited to listen to the heart of the world and pray for the 25 Sisters and 23 Associates serving in 

Peru, as well as for the people of that South American nation. 

 

The Sisters belong to two CSJ Congregations: Carondelet and the Sisters of St. Joseph in Canada  

- Pembroke and (previously) London - and serve in parish ministry and education, pastoral care, 

community development, health, governance, advocacy, empowerment of women, spiritual 

formation and prison ministry.  As noted on the Carondelet website, the 

Sisters have been in Peru since 1962 – beginning their mission in a hospital 

and schools. Currently, they serve in education, counseling services, 

pastoral and prayer ministry, and social services and live in the city of Tacna 

as well as in three locations in the capitol, Lima: Canto Chico, Carapongo and 

Jesús Maria. Recently, a group of lay women started a CSJ Associate 

community called “las amigas” (the friends) to ‘live the charism in their daily 

lives and careers’. This video provides a wonderful history of the Carondelet 

Sisters in Peru, and this webpage describes the current “Breathe and Live” 

campaign in order to provide a source of oxygen for each family in need in 

the region given that the country faced a medical oxygen shortage during 

the COVID-19 pandemic.   (image: Sr. Sister Maritza Jarro of Carondelet Congregation with one of the 

oxygen tanks purchased through the generosity of donors.) 

 

The Pembroke Congregation’s mission to Peru began in 1964 at the invitation of the Oblates of 

Mary Immaculate to have CSJs collaborate with them in their apostolic endeavours in Chincha 

Alta. Answering the call, Srs. Mary Emma and Hedwig left New York on April 17, accompanied by 

a lay volunteer, four trunks, and twenty-four crates packed with medical and surgical supplies for 

a proposed new clinic. In September of that year, Srs. Callista (Nora Kelly), Edana (Teresa Rice), 

and Christina (Maria Mousseau) joined the mission; and 

between 1965 and 2005, many other Sisters served there, 

including: Sisters Nicole Aubé, Elizabeth Berrigan, Pauline 

Coulterman (who continues to visit the Sisters at the 

mission), Josephine Hass, Constance Lacroix, Marie Celine 

Janisse and Mabel St. Louis as well as Srs. Margaret Blake 

and Bonnie Bryson for short periods. Today, Srs. María 

Choquez and Gloria Muchypiña continue to serve in their 

home area of Chincha Valley (in the southwest of the 

country) supporting Basic Christian communities, liturgy, 

music, family Catechesis and helping a variety of local community projects - including an 

educational sponsorship program for local children which, as of 2017, had 300 local kids 

sponsored by Canadian families. At their annual meeting in June2022, one in-Canada (London) 

CSJ Associate talked about her (pre-Covid) travel to the Peru mission through Heart Links (see 

below) and her experiences with the CSJ Associate group called ‘Miracle of Love’ - describing 
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them as women who are “resilient, resourceful, creative, deeply-filled with faith, committed to 

serving the ‘dear neighbour’ and transforming their community”.  (Image of Sr. Gloria Muchypiña 

helping a family construct their home and much of the details above were previously provided 

by Sr. Pauline Coulterman).   

 

In addition to the Pembroke Sisters, today we also honour the London Sisters who began their 

mission in Cayalti and the Zana Valley (in northwest Peru), like the Carondelet Sisters, in 1962. 

Between that year and 1994, Srs. Eugenia Bond, Joanne Campbell, Suzanne Chevalier, Veronica 

Cooke, Wendy Cotter, Constance Dignan, Jean Dochstader, Loretta Hagen, Marie Celine Janisse, 

Joan Kerrigan, Anne Knotek, Cyril Reynolds, Nora Reynolds, Teresa Ryan, Mabel St. Louis, Kitty 

Stafford, Sue Wilson, and Janet Zadorsky served in teaching, nursing, choir formation, parish 

work, community kitchens, support of the sugar cane workers’ movement and the formation of  

women’s groups and neighborhood communities, adult Catechesis, theological reflection groups 

for youth, disaster response, retreats, days of prayer, and workshops. After the London Sisters 

left Peru in May 1994, the non-profit organization Heart-Links was founded in London to promote 

people to people links between Peruvians and Canadians  

 

Country Background:  The region now known as Peru was historically home to several ancient 

cultures including the  Norte Chico civilization in the 32nd century BC (i.e.: the oldest civilization 

in the Americas) and the Inca Empire which was the largest and most 
sophisticated state in pre-Columbian America. Geographically, the region 

is highly biodiverse with arid plains along the Pacific coast region, the Sierra 

Maestra Andean mountain range, and the tropical Amazon River basin and 

surrounding rainforest. The region was conquered by the Spanish Empire 

in the 16th century after which Lima became the location of an established 

Viceroyalty encompassing most of its South American colonies. In an effort 
to break colonial rule, Peru proclaimed independence from Spain in 1821 

and, after successful military campaigns led by José de San Martín and 
Simón Bolívar, independent was achieved in 1824. For the next 55 years, 

the new nation enjoyed relative economic and political stability which ended shortly before the 

start of the War of the Pacific (1879-1884) against neighboring Chile. The 20th century saw 
increased instability with armed disputes, military coups, human rights violations, social unrest 

and conflict as well as the 1969 formation of the Maoist revolutionary insurgency led by the 

Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path) – of which one faction continues to remain active today in the 

Valle de los Ríos Apurímac, Ene y Mantaro (VRAEM) region. With a projected (2022) population 

just under 34million, today Peru is a diverse nation including Indigenous populations, Europeans, 
Africans and Asians; and, while approximately 84percent of Peruvians speak Spanish, more than 

26percent of the population speaks one of the other official status languages (i.e.: Quechua is 

the second most commonly spoken language at 13percent, followed by Aymara at 2percent). 
Economically, Peru is one of Latin America's most stable economies with mining, agriculture, 

fishing, telecommunications and biotechnology as major industries.  In fact, Peru is the world’s 

second largest copper producer with exports in 2021 amounting to 20.7billion US dollars (up from 
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13billion in 2020). Despite what some may consider economic development, Canadian mining 

companies operating in Peru have been accused of human rights and environmental violations. 
For example, this recent report by the Working Group on Mining and Human Rights in Latin 

America entitled ‘The Impact of Canadian Mining in Latin America and Canada’s Responsibility’ 

pointed to various issues including the “omissions of the Canadian diplomatic service and the 
shielding of mining companies from accountability through free trade agreements… and an 

inadequate legal framework in Canada to prevent and punish human rights violations caused by 
mining activity”.  With the July 2021 election of the progressive José Pedro Castillo Terrones, it 

was hoped that some of these issues would be addressed. However, despite a recent 

unsuccessful attempt to impeach the president, some political observers predict continued 
instability as the Congress thwarts attempts at economic and political reform. As a consequence, 

social unrest (in particular in the mining sector) and higher inflation due in part to the Russia-

Ukraine war) are expected to continue throughout 2022.  (Sources: Economist Group, Reuters, 

Statisica, Wikepedia, Working Group on Mining and Human Rights in Latin America,  Worldometre) 
 

 
United in prayer, the Global Joseph Family, 7850 Sisters, 5700 Associates, 34 Agrégées in 44 

countries, listening to the heart of the world 
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