
Today, on this thirty-third week (August 22) of our 2022 Global Coordinating Group calendar, we 

are invited to listen to the heart of the world and pray for the 2 Sisters serving in Papua New 

Guinea and for the people of that South Pacific island nation. 

 

The Sisters belong to the Chambéry Congregation and serve in education in Papua New Guinea 

as they “keep in mind the global vision of reality…  [and] to work in places where the cries are 

most urgent”.  In addition to the Chambéry Sisters, forty 

Sisters of St. Joseph of Orange served in Papua New Guinea 

from 1940-1991 with some of their stories captured on this 

video called Sister Stories: Papua New Guinea. Another 

first-person account called ‘Trapped in Paradise: Catholic 

Nuns in the South Pacific 1940-1943’ tells the story of four 

CSJ Orange Sisters who were assigned to mission work in 

1940 on a small island in the South Pacific and the perils of 

hiding and surviving during World War II. The book is 

available on www.csjorange.org  and proceeds benefit behavioral health services for veterans. 
(image of Guinean children from Flickr.com) 

 
Country Background: Papua New Guinea (also called simply 

Papua or New Guinea) is the world’s second largest Island 

and is considered to be the easternmost isle of the 

Indonesian archipelago.  Located north of Australia, it is 

surrounded by the Arafura Sea, the Torres Strait and the 

Coral Sea. The island is recognized for its immense cultural 

and biological diversity - including beautiful beaches, coral 

reefs, active inland volcanoes, the granite Mt. Wilhelm, 

dense rainforests, and hiking routes like the Kokoda Trail.  Historically, human presence on the 

island dates back at least 40,000 years and includes the oldest homo sapien migrations out of 

Africa; while research indicates that the highlands were an early and independent center of 

agriculture with evidence of irrigation going back at least ten millennia. After having been ruled 

by Brittan, Australia and Germany in the 19th and 20th centuries, Papua New Guinea established 

its national sovereignty in 1975.  Today, almost 40percent of the population are classified as 

subsistence farmers living in tradition or customary social grouping (which, as an aside, are 

explicitly acknowledged in the nation’s constitution). Given this diversity of traditional tribal 

villages - many with their own dialectal – it is not surprising that more than 1,000 Papuan 

languages are spoken on the island. Economically, it is considered a ‘developing nation’, and is a 

member of the Commonwealth of Nations (since 1975), the Pacific Community organization and 

the Pacific Islands Forum, and has been an observer state in the Association of Southeast Asian 

Nations (ASEAN) since 1976. (Sources: Wikipedia, World Bank, IMF)    

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z_zdVMPi17w
http://www.csjorange.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ASEAN


 
United in prayer, the Global Joseph Family, 7850 Sisters, 5700 Associates, 34 Agrégées in 44 

countries, listening to the heart of the world 
 

 

 

 
 
 


