
Today, on this twenty-fifth week (June 27) of our 2022 Global Coordinating Group calendar, we 

are invited to listen to the heart of the world and pray for the 23 Sisters and 12 Associates serving 

in the Ivory Coast/Côte d'Ivoire as well as for the people of that nation.  

 

The Sisters belong to three Congregations:  Aosta, the Institut des Souers 

de Saint Joseph, and Lyon and serve in education and adult literacy, 

community/social centres and lunch programs, care for the handicapped, 

parish and pastoral care, and with prisioners, youth and school-leavers. In 

1999, the West African Region was established. 

The Lyon Congregation website recounts that in 1959 the Sisters of St. Joseph of Rodez sent 

Sisters to Tiassalé in the Diocese of Yopougon and, in 1961, established a second mission in 

Williamsville (a section of Abidjan – which is along the southern Atlantic coast) and in Bouake a 

few years later. Today, the Sisters of Lyon Congregation serve in 

Dimbokro (a town in south-central Ivory Coast). The Aosta 

Congregation website shares that five Sisters arrived in Abidjan in 

February 1991 and also began to mission in the Parish of Williamsville, 

dedicating “themselves to catechesis, literacy, sewing, [and] visiting 

prisoners, the poor and the sick”. In 1994 the Congregation opening a 

new community in the Parish of Riviera 3. This downloadable 

presentation (in French) offers many images of the Sister’s communities in Abidjan and Nouamou 

in the 1990s. The Institut des Souers de Saint Joseph have two missions the Ivory Coast: in 

Tiassalé (a town in southern part of the country) and Tabou (a town in the far southwest). (Photo 

left: visit of the Tiassalé community (Institut) and Lyon Congregation Sisters in Dimbokro, Ivory Coast 

sourced from the Lyon Congregation website.) 

Country Background: Ivory Coast, also known as Côte d'Ivoire, is 

a French-speaking sovereign state located in West Africa. Prior to 

its colonization by Europeans, the Ivory Coast was home to 

several states, including: Gyaaman, the Kong Empire, and Baoulé. 

Ivory Coast became a protectorate of France in 1843–1844 and a 

French colony in 1893 amid the European scramble to colonize 

Africa. The country achieved independence in 1960, led by Félix Houphouët-Boigny.  Since the 

end of his rule in 1993, Ivory Coast has experienced one coup d'état in 1999 and two religion-

grounded civil wars (2002-2007 and 2010–2011). While French remains the country’s official 

language, today there are approximately 78 other languages spoken. Economically, Ivory Coast 

is considered stable and growing with a large agriculture sector (coffee, cotton, cashew nuts and 

cocao) in which amost 70percent of the working populace are engaged. The nation also has 

strong mining and tourism sectors. In fact, as noted by the World Bank, “prior to the global shock 

triggered by the pandemic, Côte d’Ivoire had one of the most robust economies in Africa and in 

the world, and had grown at an annual average rate of 8% since 2012. However, the global health 

situation adversely affected Ivorian households and businesses and slowed the growth rate to 

https://www.stjosephlyon.org/where-we-are/west-africa/?lang=en
https://www.suoresangiuseppeaosta.it/sezione.php?s=197&l=it
https://www.suoresangiuseppeaosta.it/sezione.php?s=197&l=it
https://www.worldbank.org/en/country/cotedivoire/overview


1.8% in 2020. Robust domestic demand and stable exports are expected to drive the country’s 

economic recovery in 2021.”  Yet, despite its relatively stable and growing economy, as noted by 

Action Against Hunger: “in 2020, 10.8% of people in Ivory Coast were food insecure, and 21.6% of 

children under five were chronically malnourished. There are significant water, sanitation, and 

hygiene needs: one in five families does not have access to drinking water and practices open 

defecation. More than half of the country's schools do not have a toilet or water point.” 

 

United in prayer, the Global Joseph Family, 7850 Sisters, 5700 Associates, 34 Agrégées in 44 
countries, listening to the heart of the world 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.actionagainsthunger.org/countries/africa/ivory-coast

