
Today, on this twenty-fourth week (June 20) of our 2022 Global Coordinating Group calendar, we 

are invited to listen to the heart of the world and pray for the 400 Sisters and 336 Associates 

serving in Italy as well as for the people of that republic.  

 

The Sisters belong to five CSJ Congregations -- 

Aosta, Chambéry, Cuneo, San Giuseppe Institute 

(which together form the Italian Federation), and 

Pinerolo. The Sisters in Italy minister in education, 

homes for the aged, parish and pastoral work with 

adults, university residences, hostels for girls, and 

youth ministry. 

The Aosta Congregation arrived in Italy (with four Sisters) in 1831 

(from Lyon) at the invitation of the local Bishop to care for the 

education of girls and to attend to the sick. Since 1965, the 

Congregation’s work has expanded beyond the Aosta Valley (see 

photo left).  The Chambéry Congregation website explains that 

Mother Saint John Marcoux was sent to Savoy in 1812 and she, in turn, sent Sisters to Turin and 

to the Piedmont. In 1872, a branch in Rome (founded by Turin) united with Chambéry and, in 

1946, the Congregation was moved to Rome. The Cuneo Congregation was founded in October 

1831 with the first nucleus of five Sisters. Today, there are various houses and missions, including: 

‘La Sorgente’ a place of formation, personal and community reflection, prayer, and youth and 

vocation ministry; and, the House of Hospitality ‘Immaculate College’ that welcomes young 

students, workers, families, single people, and groups who wish to share the ideals of Christian 

life.  The Pinerolo Congregation operates a large holiday let called La Conchiglia.  The San 

Giuseppe Institute Congregation serves 11 communities in Italy and works with youth, in poverty 

reduction and service to spirituality. As noted on their website, “our communities are an open 

gaze on contemporary social reality, to grasp what are the needs of the people, of the world of 

young people, the needs of spirituality, the needs of families and above all of the new poor. In 

Italy too, the range of new forms of poverty is dramatically widening: they are young people in 

search of meaning, prisoners, immigrants, mentally ill, unemployed or simply the elderly alone, 

people who are unable to make ends meet. These are the challenges of our time…”   

Below is a previously shared memoire from Sr. Justine Gitanjali Senapati (UN/NGO) on visiting 

the sisters in Italy: 

“In a recent visit to the Sisters of St. Joseph in northern Italy, specifically Torino, Aoste, 
Pinerolo and Cuneo, I became more aware of the situation of refugees and migrants 
and how the Sisters are engaged with these vulnerable groups. In Torino the Italian 
Federation of the Sisters of St. Joseph is engaged in a collaborative ministry dedicated 
to caring for the physical, psychological, mental, spiritual and social needs of the 
migrants and refugees.  In the past few years Italy has been faced with a considerable 

http://www.suore-san-giuseppe-fed.it/
https://www.google.ca/books/edition/Beds_and_Blessings_in_Italy/wSPs4lvDUIUC?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=sisters+of+st.+joseph+of+pinerolo&pg=PA146&printsec=frontcover


migration flow. In spite of efforts to deal with it, Italy has been unable to cope in a 
fully productive way with the phenomenon. The first response to asylum seekers has 
been flawed and inadequate. Many are housed in hotel facilities where they get 
shelter, food and basic clothing, but no guidance for how to become independent from 
the system. Usually asylum seekers and refugees spend more than a year waiting to 
be recognized as such, without being able to attend training courses or look for a job. 
Once they have obtained the refugee status, they must leave the facility within a few 
months.  Civil Society is trying to respond to this need. It is the ordinary people and 
volunteer organizations that offer different services. Their aim is not only to provide 
the refugees and migrants with food, housing, clothing but also to help them know 
about and understand the different local services. They familiarize them with the 
school system, legal assistance, the health care system, while building friendship and 
relationships, and which is the heart of our Charism.  I also learned that two of our 
sisters, Marirosa and Patricia, from the Congregations of the Sisters of St. Joseph of 
Pinerolo, recently volunteered at a refugee center in Kitsika Greece. These particular 
migrants and refugees have witnessed genocide in all its horror. And now they are 
living in conditions that are barely human. Adults and children are in need of food, 
clothing and care. On their return to Italy they continue to work for the refugees, 
collecting money, food and warm clothing which they took at the end of October, to 
help the people endure the cold winter.”  

 

Country Background: Italy is located in the heart of the Mediterranean 

Sea, and shares borders with France, Switzerland, Austria, Slovenia, San 

Marino and Vatican City. With 59.1 million (2022) inhabitants, it is the 

fourth most populous European Union member state and the most 

populated in southern Europe. Since classical times, ancient Phoenicians, 

Carthaginians and Greeks established settlements in the south of Italy 

while Etruscans and Celts inhabiting the center and north of the region, 

respectively. The region was also home to various ancient Italian tribes. 

For example, the Italic tribe known as the Latins formed the Roman Kingdom in the 8th century 

BC, which eventually became a republic that conquered and assimilated its neighbours. 

Ultimately, the Roman Empire emerged in the 1st century BC as the dominant power in the 

Mediterranean Basin and became the leading cultural, political and religious centre of Western 

civilization.  For example, since the Middle Ages, Italian explorers such as Marco Polo, Christopher 

Columbus, Amerigo Vespucci, John Cabot, and Giovanni da Verrazano discovered new routes to 

the Far East and the “New World”.  Between the 14th to 17th centuries, the Italian 

Renaissance spread throughout what is now Europe - bringing a renewed interest in humanism, 

science, exploration and art. Italian culture flourished at this time, producing famous scholars 

and artists such as Michelangelo, Leonardo da Vinci, Raphael, Galileo, and Machiavelli.   After 

centuries of foreign domination and political division, Italy was mostly unified in 1871; and, from 

the late 19th century to the early 20th century, the new Kingdom of Italy rapidly industrialized 

while the south remained largely impoverished.  Today, Italy has a high level of development and 



plays a prominent role in regional and global economic, military, cultural and diplomatic 

affairs.  The republic is a founding member of the European Union and a member of numerous 

international institutions, including the UN, NATO, the G7, the G20, the Union for the 

Mediterranean, and the Council of Europe. As a reflection of its cultural wealth, Italy is home to 

54 World Heritage sites, and is the fifth-most visited country in the world.  (source: Wikipedia) 

Despite this, Italy is today facing several crisis including the worst drought in 70 years as described 

in this June2022 The Guardian article; while this Human Rights Watch website cites Covid, 

migrants and asylum seekers, discrimination and intolerance, women’s rights, and rule of law as 

major issues in the country. 

 

United in prayer, the Global Joseph Family, 7850 Sisters, 5700 Associates, 34 Agrégées in 44 
countries, listening to the heart of the world 

 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/jun/15/italy-drought-po-valley-ration-water
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2022/country-chapters/italy

