
Today, on this twenty-third week (June 13) of our 2022 Global Coordinating Group calendar, we 

are invited to listen to the heart of the world and pray for the 22 Sisters serving in Ireland as well 

as for the people of that island.  

 

The Sisters are from the Congregations of Annecy, Chambéry and Lyon and serve the people of 
Ireland in many ways, including: in retirement residences and homes for the elderly as well as 
parishes, ministries in health care, in education, justice, refugee support, grief and loss programs, 
formation, pastoral work and spiritual direction. 
 
The Annecy Congregation website notes that three Sisters (two coming from India) first arrived 
in the English mission in 1864. A recent Irish government document provides added details about 
their Irish mission, explaining that “the Sisters obtained a House, which became their Convent in 
Killorglin (County Kerry) in 1940s, and later opened a Home for elderly and sick in the 1970s, 
beside the Convent. In 2015, there [were] 5 Sisters living in the convent belonging to the 
congregation in Killorglin and …. the convent [had] an associated care establishment for elderly. 
One Sister [was] the registered Provider and [saw] to the accounts. Another Sister help[ed] in the 
kitchen and one Sister offer[ed] activities for the residents in the home... Of the 5 Annecy Sisters 
who had retired to Ireland, one was a teacher in England, two were nurses another was involved 
in housekeeping. One Sister worked in education and in formation in India...”   
 
The Sisters of the Chambéry Congregation founded a house in Dublin in 1958 at the invitation of 
Archbishop John Charles McQuaid. Today, that house (Edenmore) is the site of the current St. 

Joseph’s hospital in Raheny. While the hospital was 
sold in 1997, the Sisters still maintain a convent on 
the site.  (The picture is of Edenmore House in 
Raheny- the original St. Joseph’s Hospital 

https://catholicarchives.ie/index.php/sisters-of-
saint-joseph-chambery). You can also read about 
the history of the Irish (and Welsh) province 
history in this archive. 
 

As outlined on the Lyon Congregation website: in 1905, the Sisters accepted an invitation from 

Fr. John O’Toole to help with the evangelization of the people of his newly created parish of 

Haunton (England) after which the Sisters opened other missions in Ireland (in Virginia, Co. 

Cavan) as nurses and teachers. The General Chapter of 1970 granted permission for the English 

and Irish Sisters to form a Region in 1970. The Regional House was established in Mosley in 1970.  

As explained on their website: “In 1949, Sr. Imelda and Sr. St. Patrice wished to make a foundation 

in Ireland, so they asked Bishop Lyons of Kilmore in Co Cavan (Ireland) to found a convent in his 

diocese. He readily agreed and three Sisters soon occupied a small house in Rice Hill, a small 

township in County Cavan, where they operated a small farm and ministered to the local people 

until 1954.  At the same time, Bishop Lyons requested the Sisters to work at St. Patrick's College, 

a diocesan school for boys aged 13 to 18, which was run by the diocesan clergy and some lay 

teachers. The Sisters' work consisted of taking care of the servants, running the infirmary and 

https://www.askaboutireland.ie/learning-zone/primary-students/5th-+-6th-class/history/looking-at-schools-raheny/19th-century/1838/
https://catholicarchives.ie/index.php/sisters-of-saint-joseph-chambery
https://catholicarchives.ie/index.php/sisters-of-saint-joseph-chambery
https://chamberyarchives.ie/?page_id=91


taking care of the students' health and that of the staff, when necessary. They carried out their 

duties with care and diligence until the Congregation withdrew them in the late 1960s.”  

 

Our Canadian CSJ Congregations have benefitted from the rich cultural heritage of our Irish 

Sisters. Many travelled to Canada and entered communities in Canada - joining in ministries of 

education, home-making, administration, care for the sick and elderly, and later to work in 

pastoral services and justice work. Our histories are rich with their endeavours. May we also be 

mindful of these women of faith, during this week of prayer for those ministering in Ireland. 

 

Country Background:  Ireland is an island in the North Atlantic, 
separated from Great Britain to the east by the North Channel, the Irish 
Sea, and St. George’s Channel. It is the third largest island in Europe.  
The earliest evidence of human presence in Ireland dates back to 10,500 
BCE; while Gaelic Ireland emerged by the 1st century AD. The island was 
Christianized from the 5th century onward. Following the 12th century 
Norman invasion, England claimed sovereignty. However, English rule 
did not extend over the whole island until the 16th–17th century Tudor 
conquest, which led to colonization by settlers from Britain. In the 

1690s, a system of Protestant English rule was designed to materially disadvantage the Catholic 
majority and Protestant dissenters, and was extended during the 18th century. With the Acts of 
Union in 1801, Ireland became a part of the United Kingdom. A war of independence in the early 
20th century was followed by the partition of the island, creating the Irish Free State, which 
became increasingly sovereign over the following decades, and Northern Ireland, which 
remained a part of the United Kingdom. Northern Ireland saw much civil unrest from the late 
1960s until the 1990s. This subsided following a political agreement in 1998. In 1973 the Republic 
of Ireland joined the European Economic Community.  Today, Ireland is politically divided into 
the Republic of Ireland (officially named Ireland and which covers five-sixths of the island) and 
Northern Ireland (which is part of the United Kingdom). With a population just under 5million 
(2020), Ireland boasts a relatively strong economy with indicators such as low inflation, high GD 
and low unemployment (World Bank).  As an interesting read, “How the Irish Saved Civilization” 
by Thomas Cahill is an academic study of the influence of Irish culture on the world.  
 

 

United in prayer, the Global Joseph Family, 7850 Sisters, 5700 Associates, 34 Agrégées in 44 
countries, listening to the heart of the world 

https://data.worldbank.org/country/IE
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