
Today, on this nineteenth week (May 16) of our 2022 Global Coordinating Group calendar, we 

are invited to listen to the heart of the world and pray for the one Sister serving in Greece as well 

as for the people of that nation.  

 

As described on the Lyon Congregation website, ‘the laws of secularization in France at the 

beginning of the last century, as well as requests from different countries, led to the departure 

of Sisters to various countries, including Greece’. This 2009 article by Sr. Catherine Maidiotou 

CSJ/Lyon describes how the “Sisters of Saint Joseph arrived on the island of Samos on March 19, 

1901, [but] because there were no Catholic priests available, 

the community left the island for Corfu in 1971. We are 

Greeks of the Latin rite and live out our charism of unity in a 

largely orthodox milieu where we make contacts through 

teaching French, catechesis, accompanying adolescents, 

CARITAS, choir work, and visiting the sick, the aged and 

prisoners.” The article shared the work (at that time) of 

Sister Marie-Reine who, at 88 years of age, devoted her energies to visiting prisoners.  Today, 

one Sister remains in Greece and serves in a retirement home in Athens. 

Country Background: Greece, historically known as Hellas, is a 

country located in Southern Europe and includes nine geographic 

regions: Macedonia, Central Greece, the Peloponnese, Thessaly, 

Epirus, the Aegean Islands, Thrace, Crete, and the Ionian islands. 

Located at the crossroads of Europe, Asia, and Africa and situated 

on the southern tip of the Balkan Peninsula, Greece is considered 

the cradle of Western civilization; being the birthplace of 

democracy, western philosophy, the Olympic Games, western 

literature, historiography, political science, major scientific and 

mathematical principles, and western drama. Charism is a Greek word meaning: extraordinary 

graces given to an individual for the good of others.  Historically, from the 8th century BC, the 

Greeks were organized into various independent city-states known as poleis, which spanned the 

entire Mediterranean region and the Black Sea. During the 4th century BC, Philip of Macedon 

united most of the Greek mainland and, with his son Alexander the Great, conquered much of 

the ancient world - spreading Greek culture and science from the eastern Mediterranean to India. 

Greece was annexed by Rome in the 2nd century BC, becoming an integral part of the Roman 

Empire and its successor the Byzantine Empire (in which the Greek language and culture were 

dominant). The Greek Orthodox Church also shaped Modern Greek identity and transmitted 

Greek traditions to the wider Orthodox world. Falling under Ottoman dominion in the mid- 15th 

century, the modern nation state of Greece emerged in 1830 following a war of independence. 

(source: Wikipedia).  Greece’s current population of 10.7 million (2022) has been confronting 

various challenge. For example, faced by a sovereign debt crisis in the aftermath of the financial 

crisis of 2007–2008, the populace endured “a series of sudden reforms and austerity measures 
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that led to impoverishment and loss of income and property, as well as a small-

scale humanitarian crisis”.  (source)  In all, the Greek economy suffered the longest recession of 

any advanced mixed economy to date and, as a result, the “Greek political system has been 

upended [and] social exclusion increased” (source), with hundreds of thousands of well-educate 

Greeks having emigrated.  Adding to this, a 2020 Human Rights Watch report cited other 

concerns, including:  Covid-19, the treatment of migrants and asylum seekers, unaccompanied 

children, attacks on civil society, racism and intolerance, women’s rights, disability rights, and law 

enforcement abuses.  

 
United in prayer, the Global Joseph Family, 7850 Sisters, 5700 Associates, 34 Agrégées in 44 

countries, listening to the heart of the world. 
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