
Today, on this eighteenth week (May 9) of our 2022 Global Coordinating Group 

calendar, we are invited to listen to the heart of the world and pray for the 6 

Sisters serving in Gambia as well as for the 10 CSJ Associates and the people of 

that country.  

 

The Sisters belong to the Annecy 

Congregation and began their West 

African mission in Senegal in 1960, 

expanding to other West African 

countries in 2004.  Today, in Gambia 

(also called ‘The Gambia’), the Sisters are 

involved in health care, AIDS programs, women’s promotion, education and parish 

work - and serve both in English and ‘Wolof’ (a language of Senegal, Mauritania and 

the Gambia, and the native language of the Wolof people).  Both of the photos to 

the left are from the Annecy Congregation website and depict their missions in 

Lamin – the largest village in 

Kombo North Western Division 

of the Gambia. The left photo 

shows their work with nursery 

school children. The right 

photo is of their skills-centre.  

You can also see CSJ Gambia 

leadership team photos on their Facebook page, and this link to the Congregation’s 

website offers articles about all of their African missions. 

Country Background:  The Republic of Gambia is located in West Africa and is 

entirely surrounded by Senegal except for its western coastline on the Atlantic 

Ocean.  Historically, Arab traders provided the first written accounts of the Gambia 

area in the ninth and tenth centuries. During the tenth century, Muslim merchants 

and scholars established communities in several West African commercial centres, 

including in Gambia where a large export trade was established (in gold, ivory, 

manufactured goods, and human slaves). Between the 14th and 18th centuries, the 

region was disputed by the colonial powers of Portugal, Britain and France; while 

during the transatlantic slave trade, as many as 3million people from the region 

may have been taken as slaves. (source: Wikipedia)  With a population of 2,416,664 
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(2020), Gambia’s economy is dominated by farming, fishing and tourism – although 

in 2020 approximatley ten percent of the population earned only $1.90/day. As 

such, it is not surprising that more than 22percent of the national GDP depends on 

personal remitances. This Gardian Newpaper article describes how the climate 

crisis is exasperating an already worsening health sanitation crisis in the country; 

while the UN World Programme describes an abismal situation with 48percent of 

the popuation living in poverty and 10percent of children suffering from acute 

malnutrition.  

 
United in prayer, the Global Joseph Family, 7850 Sisters, 5700 Associates, 34 

Agrégées in 44 countries, listening to the heart of the world. 
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