
Today, on this seventeenth week (May 2) of our 2022 Global Coordinating Group 

calendar, we are invited to listen to the heart of the world and pray for the 782 

Sisters serving in France as well as for the 44 CSJ Associates, 25 Charisma Passers 

and people of that country.  

 

As the birthplace of the Sisters of St. Joseph, six CSJ Congregations today serve in 

France as listed in the International Centre website: Annecy, Chambéry, 

Champagnole, the Institut des Souers de Saint Joseph, Lyon, and St. Vallier.   Their 

ministries include parish and pastoral work, care of the elderly and disabled, the 

education of youth and catechesis, and volunteer serves in non-governmental 

organizations and associations. The Sisters also work with asylum seekers and 

within the Caritas Clinic. While the photo collage is specific to the various Lyon 

Congregation ministries in France, it could be most representative of all of the CSJ 

Congregations serving in France. In addition to the six Congregations ministering in 

the country, France is also home to the CSJ International Centre – which was first 

conceived of during the 350th celebration of the founding of the Sisters of St. 

Joseph. Today, the International Centre in Le Puy offers a variety of programs to 

Sisters and laypeople and is supported by a Board of representatives from four CSJ 

Federations and three international Congregations.  

 

Country Background: Historically, the region known 

today as France was once part of the Celtic territory 

called ‘Gaul’. The current name stems from the Latin 

‘Francia’ meaning “country of the Franks” and was so 

called after the Germanic people who conquered the 

region and formed the kingdom of France in 486 

https://centreinternationalssj.org/ministryfinder
https://www.stjosephlyon.org/where-we-are/europe/?lang=en
https://www.stjosephlyon.org/where-we-are/europe/?lang=en
https://centreinternationalssj.org/programs


(following the retreat of the Western Roman Empire). Victorious in the Hundred 

Year’s War (1337-1453), France emerged a major power, and by the Renaissance 

period had become a global colonial empire. During the late 18th century the French 

revolution overthrew the absolute monarchy and established one of modern 

history’s earliest republics which resulted in the drafting of the “Declaration of the 

Rights of Man and of the Citizen”.  Today, more than 80 percent of France’s 

67million (2020) population live in urban centres and the French economy is the 

third-largest in Europe.  The World Bank classified the country as a wealthy, high-

income nation where citizens depend on the national government’s social security 

net (for education, health care, pensions and social services).  Despite this national 

wealth, 14 percent of the population in France (8.8 million people) are considered 

‘poor’ –  which is an increase of more than one million people over the past ten 

years (source).  Recently, the Guardian reported that the April presidential 

elections also revealed a politically divided country with incumbent Emmanuel 

Macron returning for a second term having garnered 58.5 percent of the runoff 

votes compared to Marine LePen’s 41.5 percent. (Note: the map above shows the 

location of the CSJ missions as reported in 2018.) 

 
United in prayer, the Global Joseph Family, 7850 Sisters, 5700 Associates, 34 

Agrégées in 44 countries, listening to the heart of the world. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.thelocal.fr/20201127/in-numbers-poverty-in-france/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/apr/25/france-divided-what-does-fractured-vote-mean-for-macron-second-term

