
Today, for this sixteenth week (April 25) of our 2022 Global Coordinating Group calendar, we are 

invited to listen to the heart of the world and pray for the 12 Sisters and 25 Associates serving in 

England and for the people of that nation.   

 

The Sisters belong to two CSJ Congregations -- Annecy and Lyon -- and work in various ministries: 

anti-trafficking, teaching, and seafarers’ chaplaincy; in prisons, university, parish and pastoral 

missions; and, with asylum seekers and those experiencing homelessness.  The Annecy 

Congregation website recounts the beginning of their mission 

in England when three Sisters (two coming from India) arrived 

at their new English mission in 1864. Today, the Annecy 

Congregation in English Province works in various parts of 

England, Ireland and Wales. This article recounts Sr. Veronica’s 

mission as a nurse in England and in this article Sr. Anne Rutter 

shares the Congregation’s recent Climate Action Now activities 

(see photo left). 

 

The Lyon Congregation established its England mission in 1905 in Haunton, subsequently opening 

other missions in Rice Hill (1949-1954), St. Patrick College (1950-1966), Virginia Maternity (1955-

1987), Aberdovey (1987), and Wolverhampton (2009). As detailed on their website, the 

Congregation began its mission in England when “Father John O’Toole was looking for religious 

sisters to help with the evangelisation of the people of his newly created parish of Haunton, a 

small village in Staffordshire. … Fr John wrote to the Superior 

General of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Bordeaux – Mother St. Paul 

– requesting sisters to fulfil this Mission. The Sisters of St. Joseph 

accepted the invitation and on the 3rd of May 1905 three French 

sisters arrived in Haunton where their mission began by teaching 

in the small village school.  Later on, a property in the village was 

bought where children from age 4 to 18 were educated. From 

Haunton, sisters opened other missions in Hilton Hall, 

Wolverhampton and in Ireland, in Virginia, Co. Cavan as nurses and teachers. The General Chapter 

of 1970 granted permission for the English and Irish sisters to form a Region.  On the 4th August 

1970 this Region was formed while remaining wholly connected to the larger body of the 

Congregation. The sisters have now moved away from teaching and nursing to more pastoral 

ministries which are diocesan and national.”  Then, in 1996, the Sisters of the Anglo-Irish Region 

and those of Bordeaux joined efforts with the Sisters of St. Joseph of Lyon and, as described on 

their website, “… are especially committed to pastoral work and hospitality is a strong point in 

our lives and in our communities.  We organize personal or group retreats and prepare the young 

and not so young to receive the sacraments.  We form church wherever people can gather, sit and 

taste the Lord’s presence in an unusual setting.  We visit the elderly and the homebound in their 

homes; we also go to retirement homes; everywhere, we bring comfort, joy, and an attentive ear 

and Holy Communion to those who desire it. Catholic chaplaincy, at the university and in the army, 
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is also an important part of our mission… Our Associates live our charism in their daily lives and 

meet to pray and share on a regular basis. All these forms of apostolates allow us to make acts 

of inclusive love among ourselves, with others and with God.” 

 

Country Background:  The area now called England was first 
inhabited by modern humans during the Upper Paleolithic period, 
and takes its name from the Angles - a Germanic tribe who settled 
there during the 5th and 6th centuries. England became a unified 
state in the 10th century, and since the Age of Discovery (15th 
century), has had a significant cultural and legal impact on the world. 
The English language, the Anglican Church, and English law (which is 
the basis for the common law legal systems of many other countries 
around the world) all developed in England, and its parliamentary 
system of government has been widely adopted by other nations.  

(Wikipedia). Modern England is part of the United Kingdom (UK), sharing land borders with 
Scotland to the north and Wales to the west. The country covers five-eighths of the island 
of Great Britain, which lies in the North Atlantic and includes more than 100 smaller islands. From 
England’s population of more than 67 million (2020), approximately 83percent live in urban 
areas. Economically, England is a highly industrialized country “and a major producer of textiles 
and chemical products as well as automobiles, locomotives and aircrafts. Since the 1990s, the 
financial services sector has played an increasingly significant role in the English economy and 
the City of London is one of the world's largest financial centers”.  In 2021, the British economy 
“grew 7.5% … rebounding from its historic 9.4% plunge in 2020 when pandemic restrictions 
stifled activity”. (source)  Despite this rebound, it is estimated that while absolute poverty figures 
have dropped from 18 per cent in 2019/2020 to 16 per cent in 2020/2021, it is projected that the 
figure will bounce back to 18 per cent by the end of this year. Referring to the UK overall, the 
“number of working families struggling to make ends meet hit a record high just before the 
pandemic, according to the Institute for Public Policy Research (IPPR), with one in six working 
households – or 17.4 per cent – living in poverty”. (source)  
 

 
United in prayer, the Global Joseph Family, 7850 Sisters, 5700 Associates, 34 Agrégées in 44 

countries, listening to the heart of the world. 
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