
Today, during this thirteenth week (April 4) of our 2022 Global Coordinating Group calendar, 

we are invited to listen to the heart of the world and pray for the 132 Sisters of St. Joseph and 

60 Associates serving in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and for the people of 

that nation.  

The Sisters belong to two CSJ Congregations:  Cuneo and San Giuseppe.  The Cuneo 

Congregation operates ten missions in the DRC: in Limete–

Delegation, Kimwenza (2 missions - Postulate and Novitiate), 

Makala, Selembao, Bandundu, Mindonga, Kikwit, Mvulula, 

and Plateau de Batéké. The Sisters are involved in education, 

dispensaries, AIDS programs, orphanages, catechesis 

especially for victims of violence, agriculture, youth, work 

with widows and single mothers, pastoral and parish work, 

retreats, hospitality to university students, empowerment of 

women, and schools for the deaf and handicapped persons.  As previously shared, “The CSJ’s 

in Canada have contributed financially to the formation of 8 novices in the DRC…”. (top left 

photo taken from the CSJ in-Canada Newsletter Charism 

and Mission, 2018.)  This March 2022 article from the 

Cuneo Congregation’s website  tells of a newly formed 

group of laity in Mindonga  named the “St. Joseph Family” 

(see photo middle left).   

As detailed on the CSJ San Giuseppe Congregation’s 

website, the Sisters are present in 14 communities in the 

DRC “ in schools for children and young people, but also in literacy centers for adults, more or 

less large hospitals, maternity wards, nutritional centers for severely undernourished children, 

orphanages, shelters for street children, cutting and sewing workshops, cooperatives 

agricultural activities in favor especially of widows, single mothers 

and young unschooled men and we always try to support and 

collaborate with the Parishes in which we are inserted for everything 

concerning the catechesis or the pastoral animation of the different 

groups that compose it.”   You can read about each of these missions 

on this webpage – including an agricultural cooperative in Plateau 

de Batéké that mainly employs young people without schooling, 

widows and single mothers (see photo bottom left). 

Country Background: The Democratic Republic of the Congo is 
located in Central Africa and is the second-largest country on 

the continent (and the 11th largest in the world). The territory 
of the DRC was first settled around 90,000 years ago. Bantu 

peoples began migrating into the region in the 5th century and 
again in the 10th century and the kingdoms of Luba and 
Lunda ruled from the 16th and 17th centuries to the 19th 

century. In the 1870s, just before the onset of the Scramble for 
Africa, European exploration of the Congo was carried out under the sponsorship of King 
Leopold II of Belgium. In 1908, the country formally became the Belgian Congo but in 1960 

gained its independence as the Republic of the Congo; however, following two coups in the 
1960s, it was renamed Zaire in 1971. By the early 1990s, destabilization in eastern Zaire as 

a result of the Rwandan genocide and disenfranchisement among the eastern 
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Banyamelenge population (a.k.a. Congolese Tutsi) led to a 1996 invasion led by Tutsi FPR-
ruled Rwanda, which began the First Congo War. The name of the country reverted back to 

the DRC in 1997 and between 1998-2003, the Second Congo War involving nine African 
nations resulted in the death of more than 5million people. (source: Wikipedia) Today, the 

DRC has a population of 89.5 million (2020) and is the fourth-most populated in Africa.  
Economically, the country is “widely considered to be the richest country in the world 
regarding natural resources; its untapped deposits of raw minerals are estimated to be worth 

in excess of U.S. $24 trillion” - with mining reserves of copper, cobalt, gold, diamonds, coltan, 
zinc, tin, and tungsten (source: Global Edge).  Despite the fact that the DRC is extremely rich 

in natural resources, the lack of political stability and infrastructure, issues with corruption 
and centuries of both commercial and colonial extraction and exploitation, have resulted in 
limited holistic development.  

 

United in prayer, the Global Joseph Family, 7850 Sisters, 5700 Associates, 34 Agrégées in 

44 countries, listening to the heart of the world. 
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