
This week, in addition to our scheduled country, we add prayers of peace for 

the people of Ukraine. 

* * * * * * 

In this ninth week (March 7) of our 2022 calendar of Global Coordinating Group 

Prayers, we are invited to listen to the heart of the world and pray for the nine 

Sisters of St. Joseph Institute who minister in the Central African Republic, 

and for the people of that nation.  

The Instituto Suore de San Giuseppe (Sisters of St. Joseph 

Institute) “is the result of the union that took place in 2006, 

[between] three Congregations of Saint Joseph which arose 

in Italy in the first half of the nineteenth century starting 

from Chambéry and Lyon… and is present today in Italy, 

Africa and Latin America”.  In 2010, 

the Sisters operated three missions in the Central African 

Republic: a school (see photo left) and a health care 

dispensary as well as home healthcare visits and parish 

animation in Markounda (a large village with almost 

desert like conditions); projects with street children in 

Bangui (the capital city); and, schools, health care 

dispensaries and pastoral care in Pissa (about 70km west of the capital in a 

tropical forested area).  This work expanded as explained in this (2015) PBS 

Newshour article (see photo right) about the Sisters in Bangui who grow a 

vitamin rich green algae spirulina in order to counter local infant and childhood 

malnutrition.  

Country Background: The Central African Republic 

(CAR) is a French-speaking landlocked country in 

Central Africa. While the region know today as 

Central Africa has been inhabied for millennia, the 

CAR’s current borders “were established 

by France, which ruled the country as a colony 

starting in the late 19th century. After gaining 

independence from France in 1960, the Central 

African Republic was ruled by a series of autocratic leaders … By the 1990s, 

calls for democracy led to the first multi-party democratic elections in 1993, but 

was later removed in the 2003 coup. The Central African Republic Bush War 

began in 2004 and, despite a peace treaty in 2007 and another in 2011, civil war 

resumed in 2012. The civil war [has] perpetuated the country's poor human 

rights record: it was characterized by widespread and increasing abuses by 

various participating armed groups, such as arbitrary imprisonment, torture, 

and restrictions on freedom of the press and freedom of movement”. (source: 

http://www.istitutosuoredisangiuseppe.it/node/1
http://www.istitutosuoredisangiuseppe.it/node/42
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/algae-growing-nuns-in-central-african-republic
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/algae-growing-nuns-in-central-african-republic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/France


Wikipedia) As further noted, “Despite its significant mineral deposits and other 

resources such as uranium reserves, crude oil, gold, diamonds, cobalt, lumber, 

and hydropower as well as significant quantities of arable land, the Central 

African Republic is among the ten poorest countries in the world, with the lowest 

GDP per capita at purchasing power parity in the world (2017)”.  Recently, the 

situation in the CAR has only worsened as noted in this  World Vision 2021 

report, that documents how “…brutal conflict between rebel groups in Central 

African Republic has left the country in a state of violent chaos since 2012. The 

Central African Republic conflict has permeated every facet of society. Schools 

have closed, the health care system is barely functioning, and Central Africans 

have been forced to flee their homes.”  

  

 

 

 

 

United in prayer, the Global Joseph Family, 7850 Sisters, 5700 Associates, 34 

Agrégées in 44 countries, listening to the heart of the world. 

 

 

https://www.worldvision.ca/stories/disaster-relief/central-african-republic-conflict-fast-facts
https://www.worldvision.ca/stories/disaster-relief/central-african-republic-conflict-fast-facts

