
This week we are invited to pray for the 133 Sisters of St. Joseph ministering in Argentina, for 
the 135 Associates, and for the people of that country.   
 
Three Congregations – the Sisters of St. Joseph of Cuneo, the Sisters of St. Joseph of Pinerolo, 

and the Sisters of St. Joseph from Buenos Aires -- minister 
in Argentina and form part of the CSJ Latin 
American/Caribbean Network.  Collectively, their missions 
include: pastoral and social work with women, youth and 
the isolated; popular and institutional education including 
pre-school; support for the land-displaced; food and 
medical dispensaries; and, homes for the elderly.  This 
website (translated into the ‘little project organization’) 
provides lots of imagines of these missions as well as 
interviews and news. 

 
Country Background: Argentina is located in the southern 
half of South America. It is the second-largest country in 
South America (after Brazil), and the fourth-largest in the 
Americas.  It has been inhabited since the Paleolithic period 
with modern-day Argentina beginning in the 16th century 
during the Spanish colonial period. Today, Argentina is a 
federal constitutional republic and representative 
democracy, comprised of twenty-three provinces and one 
autonomous city, Buenos Aires. With 40million inhabitants 
(2010 census), Argentina is in the midst of a demographic 
transition to an older and slower-growing 
population.  While modern Argentina is considered a major 
G-15 and G-20 economy and a developed nation in terms of 
education and health care, its economic performance has been uneven with periods of high 
economic growth alternating with severe recessions, income maldistribution and, in recent 
decades, increasing poverty. In fact, the 2017 annual inflation rate reached 24.8 percent , and 
in May 2020 the country defaulted on its $500 million foreign debt payment.  That same year, 
due in large part to the global pandemic, the national GDP decreased by 10 percent.  Since 
then, Argentina’s economic situation has only worsened as noted in a 2021 World Bank report 
that cited urban poverty at 40.6 percent of the population with almost 11 percent living in 
extreme poverty. 
 
 

 
United in prayer, the Global Joseph Family, 7850 Sisters, 5700 Associates, 34 Agrégées in 44 

countries, listening to the heart of the world. 
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