
The 1922 Opening of the 

Sudbury Mission of the Sisters of St. Joseph 

The following account was written by Sister St. Lawrence 

(Anna Marie Enright, 1890 - 1979) (SSM) as she and Sister 

Superior Anita (PET), Sister Cecilia (Maude Bridget Devine 

1892 - 1954), (SSM) and Sister St. Bride (Mary Catherine 

Watters 1895 - 1962) (SSM) opened the CSJ mission in 

Sudbury to inaugurate the Sudbury English Separate School 

System. Three Sisters became founding Sisters of the Sault 

Ste. Marie Congregation in 1936, with Sister Cecelia and 

Sister St. Bride later elected as General Superiors. 

 

“At first we were four Sisters, Sister Anita, Superior, Sisters 

Cecelia, St. Bride and myself.  We lived in an apartment of Doctor 

Dixon for 10 months and paid one thousand dollars for the ten 

months. 

They started to build the little convent on the hill in May.  Before 

we left the apartment at Dixon’s, the Doctor said he wanted to 

rent the apartment as soon as we were through with it.  So we 

had to pack everything in one room before we left.  The convent 

was to be ready for September. 

We all came up from the retreat on the 16 of August and expected 

the convent to be ready when we arrived at the convent by taxi.  

To our surprise, there were no doors on the convent and no 

windows in.  So there we were with our club bags and no place to 

go. 

The Sisters had been teaching in the school, now the orphanage, 

so I said to Sister Superior I’ll go down to the store and get some 

bread and butter and cold meat and go over and get some cups 

at the apartment. 

We all went to the classroom in the school and I asked the 

caretaker if his wife could make us a pot of tea.  So we all sat 

down and ate. 



 

Then I said to Sister Superior we will ask Mrs. Dillan if she could 

take two of us and Mrs. Doyle to take two of us for a few days to 

see what we can do. All agreed. 

So we got the contractor and told him to put on the doors and 

put in the windows; that we had to get in some way.  In four days 

we got all our beds and everything moved in.  We got our stove 

put in and the beds settled and we stayed there that night, but 

the men were in every morning at seven so I had to work with 

men all around me for three weeks. 

My big trouble was to get some washing done as all the Sisters 

came from retreat and had no clean clothes.  I got the little hand 

washer going and did some wash but had no place to hang them 

to dry. So I went down to the basement and took the ropes off 

their trunks and put them on the posts of the verandah and put 

the clothes out to dry.  I did not care how they looked.  If they 

liked to look at them, all right. 

We had the chapel ready on October and Bishop Scollard came 

up and said our first Mass.  From that day on, all went well. 

Sister Cecilia’s first year teaching included thirty-seven trying 

entrance and all got through with first class honours.” 


