
Mother St. Philip (Margaret Catherine McGrath: (1862 

– 1954), the daughter of Elizabeth (Crossen) and John 

McGrath was born in Percy, now part of Trent Hills in 

Northumberland County in Central Ontario.  As an 

intelligent, ambitious student with great powers of 

concentration, she easily acquired a second class 

certificate to teach.  For some years, taught in the public 

schools of Hastings and Peterborough counties. 

After entering the Sisters of St. Joseph in Peterborough 

at age 38 around 1900, she first taught in Peterborough 

before being assigned to St. Stanislaus School in Thunder 

Bay where she made vows (The convent was on the second floor of the school.)  In 1907, 

she was appointed Superior of the new Myles Street Convent across the street.  In 1917, 

she was elected Mother Assistant in Peterborough.  When that term ended, she returned 

to Myles Street again as Superior and Supervisor of various parochial school in the city. 

In 1929, Mother St. Philip taught for a year in Almonte, near Ottawa before being assigned 

to St. Joseph’s Academy in North Bay.  From there she supervised the building and 

furnishing of nearby St. Joseph’s Hospital on McLaren Street.  When the hospital opened 

in 1931, she became Superior for the first nine years of its operation and took pride in its 

efficiency, in beautifying the grounds and in establishing the Nurses Residence. 

When Bishop Dignan separated the Sisters of St. Joseph of Sault Ste. Marie from 

Peterborough in 1936 he appointed Mother St. Philip at age 74 as the “pro tem” General 

Superior until an election could be held.  Within a year, however, the votes of the Sister-

delegates elected Mother Madeleine as General Superior.  Mother St. Philip continued as 

Superior and Administrator of the Hospital, until 1940, when she was elected at age 78 as 

Assistant General Superior for a six-year term.  The best interests of the congregation 

were uppermost in her mind and she sent teachers, nurses and music teachers away to 

further studies and up-grading.  

Mother St. Philip was a practical woman of solid piety.  She insisted on strict observance 

of the rules and practiced poverty “to the nth degree”.  She could reprimand severely, but 

she was just and with a kind heart.  She spent her final years between the Motherhouse 

and the hospital which she had worked so hard to establish and where she died peacefully 

after a full life at age ninety-two. 

 

 



Mother Madeleine (Margaret Mary Mahoney: (1881 – 

1945), the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Michael Mahoney 

was born in Peterborough, Ontario.  At the time of her 

sudden death in Sault Ste. Marie, there remained one 

brother, Edward, and two sisters, Helena Mahoney and 

Mrs. James baby all living in Windsor Ontario.   

She received her education at St. Mary’s Convent, the 

Peterborough Collegiate Institute and St. Joseph Convent 

on Gloucester Street, Ottawa.   

She entered the Peterborough Congregation about 1903 

and her early years were spent teaching in Peterborough, 

Cobourg, Sault Ste. Marie, North Bay and Calgary where she was often also the local 

Superior.  Pupils who came under her magnetic influence recalled, years afterwards, the 

lasting impression made by the fine intellect, delightful sense of humour and upright 

character which made her a loveable teacher. Her enthusiasm, zeal and rare executive 

qualities of mind and heart were recognized and she was appointed to various positions 

of leadership within the congregation.  

When the Congregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph of sault Ste. Marie was founded, she 

became one of the original members.  She was elected as the first General Superior, an 

office which she held from 1937 to 1940 and a position for which her brilliant mind and 

endowment of many gifts amply prepared her.   

From 1941 - 1943, she was assigned to St. Joseph Hospital, Port Arthur. From 1943 to her 

death in 1945 Mother Madelaine was the local superior at Sacred Heart Convent in Sault 

Ste Marie where she was witness to the death of Sister Mary Clare who was killed by a 

run-away fire truck which had burst into a school yard.  

Although suffering for many years from a fatal heart ailment, Mother Madeleine, up to 

the very hour of her death, carried on her duties.  A few moments before her death on 

the evening of the feast of the visitation, she had just prepared the chapel altar for 

morning Mass.  Although death came suddenly, it found her well-prepared. 

Mother Madeleine was recognized for her delightful sense of humour and an upright 

character.  St. Joseph’s Motherhouse stands as a lasting memorial to the artistic judgment 

and zeal of this devoted Sister of St. Joseph. 

 


