
Marking the 5th anniversary of Laudato Si’ in Laudato Si’ Week May 16-23, 2020 

What is Laudato Si’ Week?  

“You could call it a how-to guide on how to nurture creation–right now. Today during 

Laudato Si’ Week, passionate Catholics from all over the globe shared how they’re 

bringing Laudato Si’ to life and creating a better world.” (Christina Leaño for GCCM)  

Pope Francis’ Words: 

In his encyclical letter Laudato Si’: On Care for Our Common Home, Pope Francis says: 

As Christians, we are also called “to accept the world as a sacrament of communion, as a 

way of sharing with God and our neighbours on a global scale. It is our humble 

conviction that the divine and the human meet in the slightest detail in the seamless 

garment of God’s creation, in the last speck of dust of our planet.”(Laudato Si’ Article # 9) 

Reflection:  

This quote has taken on a greater meaning for me in this time of pandemic due to Covid 

19. Catholics around the globe, including us, have been unable to receive the sacrament 

of communion in the Eucharist. Sometimes, before the pandemic, I thought of the many 

people around the earth who could not receive communion and of how privileged I am, 

but I never much thought about ‘the world as a sacrament of communion.’ Perhaps, my 

tent was too narrow! Yet I ask: 

How do the divine and the human meet in this crisis?  

How is the very Christ I received in frequent communion and often took for granted, 

being revealed in ‘the seamless garment of creation,’ and in its vulnerable human 

community?  

Invitation: 

Take time on Sunday, May 24, to participate in the global day of prayer. Join others at 

12 noon to pray the Common Prayer titled Laudato Si’. I will provide copies in the dining 

room so we can to prayer it together here.  



Quotes from Laudato Si’ for your Prayer and Reflection:  

“Today, however, we have to realize that a true ecological approach always becomes a 

social approach; it must integrate questions of justice in debates on the environment, so 

as to hear both the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor.” (Article # 49)  

“It is not enough, however, to think of different species merely as potential “resources” 

to be exploited, while overlooking the fact that they have value in themselves. Each year 

sees the disappearance of thousands of plant and animal species which we will never 

know, which our children will never see, because they have been lost for ever. The great 

majority become extinct for reasons related to human activity. Because of us, thousands 

of species will no longer give glory to God by their very existence, nor convey their 

message to us. We have no such right.” (Article # 33) 

“In the Judeo-Christian tradition, the word “creation” has a broader meaning than 

“nature,” for it has to do with God’s loving plan in which every creature has its own 

value and significance. ...Creation can only be understood as a gift from the 

outstretched hand of the Father of all, and as a reality illuminated by the love which 

calls us together into universal communion.”  (Article # 76)  

“God has written a precious book, ‘whose letters are the multitude of created things 

present in the universe.’ The Canadian bishops rightly pointed out that no creature is 

excluded from this manifestation of God: ‘From panoramic vistas to the tiniest living 

form, nature is a constant source of wonder and awe. It is also a continuing revelation of 

the divine.’ The bishops of Japan, for their part, make this thought-provoking 

observation: ‘To sense each creature singing the hymn of its existence is to live joyfully 

in God’s love and hope.’ This contemplation of creation allows us to discover in each 

thing a teaching which God wishes to hand on to us, since ‘for the believer, to 

contemplate creation is to hear a message, to listen to a paradoxical and silent voice.’ ... 
(Article # 85)  

“The Lord was able to invite others to be attentive to the beauty that there is in the 

world because he himself was in constant touch with nature, lending it an attention full 

of fondness and wonder. ...” (Article # 97) 


