
CSJ Blue Community Invitation to Water Justice
Videos

On September 26th, a crucial online event happened to refine and reconnect our Blue Community 
work with water protectors from across Ontario. 
 

                        

In total there were 15 sessions hosted by the Wellington Water Watchers as part of the People’s 
Water Campaign, which was supported by our Congregations and the CSJ Blue Community 
project. 

The range of issues and perspectives covered was broad, yet united within a common 
vision that protects water as a human right, shared commons, and sacred gift.

Rather than ask you to sort and watch all 15 sessions, our CSJ Blue Community Coordinator Paul 
Baines is offering you a slow stream of these videos over the next few months. Paul will share the 
links for 3 videos at a time. Consider watching 1 or all 3 by yourself your in a small 
discussion group.

If you participated in the event on the 26th, you likely only witnessed a fraction of the voices on 
water justice. If this is your first connection with the Watershed 2020 event, we hope you enjoy 
the wisdom, experience, and appeal of these sessions.

From What is Water to Who is Water

The keynote address for Watershed 2020 was by Dr. Kelsey Leonard and focused on restoring 
our connection to nature. One of the most compelling points Kelsey made was about the 
difference between asking ‘what is water? and ‘who is water?’. To shift our relationships of 
separation and utility and to move toward connection and reverence, she invites us to approach 
our connection with water just as we would any other living being. This approach also considers 
the legal possibilities of ‘water personhood’ and how rights along with responsibilities are critical
for protecting the waters. 

Video link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a54kb3lRfqo

Reflection: Considering a waterbody close to you, what characteristics and ancestry does this 
water hold? How could this understanding shape how you work to protect this water? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a54kb3lRfqo


Four Political Parties and their Water Priorities

In this session political representatives addressed the four Watershed 2020 Priorities. 
Representatives also answered questions posed by grassroots water protection activists. 
Features Mike Schreiner (Green Party), Jeff Yurek (Conservative), Ian Arthur (NDP), and Lucille 
Collard (Liberal). Themes include: Inherent and Treaty Rights of Indigenous peoples, supporting 
watershed integrity, land use and development, and contaminated soils. 

Video link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BMHcicw6Ii0

Reflection: How well do you think our political representatives understand shared water issues?
What are (or what might be) some ways you have engaged with your local representatives about 
protecting water a human right, shared commons, and sacred gift?

Strategies to Fight Aggregate Extraction

Watch Graham Flint (former Gravel Watch Ontario President), Katie Krelove (Wilderness 
Committee), and Doug Tripp (Concerned Residents Coalition) explain the impacts of aggregate 
mining and their efforts to influence the public and our politicians. 

Video link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=0qYSX8gnebY&ab_channel=WellingtonWaterWatchers

Reflection: As humans we consume but what would it mean if our wants and needs were done 
with a more sustainable code of ethics? Robin Wall Kimmerer (author of Braiding Sweetgrass) 
writes about the Honourable Harvest to balance our appetite with the needs of the earth and 
future generations. Carried and lived by Indigenous cultures for thousands of years, if written 
down these principles would be: 

Ask permission of the ones whose lives you seek. Abide by the answer.
Never take the first. Never take the last.
Harvest in a way that minimizes harm. 
Take only what you need and leave some for others.
Use everything that you take. 
Take only that which is given to you. 
Share it, as the Earth has shared with you. 
Be grateful. 
Reciprocate the gift.
Sustain the ones who sustain you, and the Earth will last forever.

What would it take personally and collectively to align our consumption and the policies that 
govern resources with the Honourable Harvest?

Share Your Reflections & These Videos

https://www.yesmagazine.org/issue/good-health/2015/11/26/the-honorable-harvest-lessons-from-an-indigenous-tradition-of-giving-thanks/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0qYSX8gnebY&ab_channel=WellingtonWaterWatchers
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0qYSX8gnebY&ab_channel=WellingtonWaterWatchers
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BMHcicw6Ii0


In a few weeks Paul will share 3 more videos from Watershed 2020. Share your reflections with 
your co-watchers or with Paul Baines. (info@bluecommunitycsj.org) or 647-831-4525.

These videos are accessible to Federations members because of our support for the People’s 
Water Campaign. If you would like to share the videos with friends and family outside the 
Federation, please consider asking them to make a small donation. Donation link:
https://wellingtonwaterwatchers.nationbuilder.com/watershed-recordings

https://wellingtonwaterwatchers.nationbuilder.com/watershed-recordings
mailto:info@bluecommunitycsj.org

