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UN Sustainable Development Goal 6:1

“by 2030, achieve universal and 
equitable access to safe and 
affordable drinking water for 
all.”
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Opening Hymn: Christ Our Light 
by Bernadette Farrell

Refrain – All sing:

Christ be our light! Shine in our hearts.

Shine through the darkness.

Christ be our light!

Shine in your church gathered today.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vq1eBfQ9-20
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vq1eBfQ9-20


Opening Prayer – All:

Gracious and loving God, you love each and every being with an 

everlasting love. 

You gift each one with dignity  and with all that is essential for 

life in this, our common earth-home. 

Yet, your gifts are not shared as you desire.

We pray for all those who are currently being left behind 

without the sacred gift of water to quench their thirst, 

to cleanse their bodies and clothes 

and to water the plants and animals 

that they need for food and sustenance. Amen
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Pope Francis, in Laudato Si’  says: 
 Access to safe, drinkable water is a basic and universal 

human right, since it is essential to human survival 

 As such (access) is a condition for the exercise of 
human rights.

 Our world has a grave debt towards the poor who lack 
access to drinking water, because they are denied the 
right to a life consistent with their inalienable dignity.
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Video for WWD 2019

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K_VcGFkiS
bs

This video, which was produced by 
charity.org, speaks of water as life’s most 
basic need. It reveals the current water 
crisis faced by billions of people.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K_VcGFkiSbs


Marginalized Groups: 
Women & Children
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Marginalized Groups:
Refugees
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Marginalized Groups:
Disabled & Indigenous Peoples 
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Response –All:

Jesus, you call us to inclusive love and 
compassion. 

Help us to see, and respond to, the 
horror and pain in the realities faced by 
people on the margins.
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Matt. 10:42

“And I promise you 

that whoever gives a cup of cold water 

to one of these lowly ones 

because she/he is a disciple 

will not want for their reward.” 
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Response – All: 

Jesus, help us to understand that if we 

respond in loving-kindness , as you 

would, to the needs of the lowly and the 

poor, the thirsty and those who are denied 

their dignity, it is reward enough.
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Response – All:

Jesus, help us and others grow in the 

awareness that clean, safe water is 

essential for life

and that we have no right to leave others 

without full access to it.
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Response – All:

Jesus, you denounced discrimination by 

reaching out to all. Help us to see the 

place in our hearts where discrimination 

hides so that we can work  to ensure water 

for all, leaving no one behind. 
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How aware am I of how marginalization affects access to water?

To which marginalized groups 
have I responded
to ensure their access to water?
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Litany of Lamentation and Hope:
Side 1: Side 2:

 We lament that 

marginalized women 

around the globe have to 

spend so much of their lives 

seeking safe, accessible 

water, a sacred gift that is 

essential to their lives and 

the lives of all in their care.

 We hope and pray that all 

those who have access to 

water  will work to ensure 

that safe, clean water will 

be easily accessible to all 

women around the world. 
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Lamentation Hope
Side 1: Side 2:

 We lament that children 

are dying moment by 

moment from unsafe, 

dirty drinking water, or 

from thirst and 

dehydration.

 We hope and pray that –

through individual and 

international efforts-

crystal clear, 

uncontaminated, un-

bottled water will be made 

readily available to all

children. 
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Side 1: Side  2:

We lament that ignorance 

and denial of the negative 

impacts of our industrial 

and technological economy 

continuously force political 

and environmental 

refugees and migrants to be 

left behind – without 

consideration of their 

needs for safe water. 

We hope and pray that 

compassion for  refugees 

and migrants will 

motivate all to act to 

ensure that no one 

among them is left 

behind – without safe 

water.  
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Side 1: Side 2:

We lament  that 

Indigenous Peoples 

around the earth, and 

even within our own 

country, survive day-to-day 

without access to potable 

drinking water and good 

sanitation systems in their 

homes and communities. 

We hope and pray that the 

right to water and the 

dignity of Indigenous 

Peoples around the globe 

will be addressed –leaving 

no one behind.  
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Side 1: Side  2: 

We lament that disabled 

people, like the man 

Jesus healed at the pool 

of Bethesda, often 

experience social 

exclusion and lack of 

support, leaving them at 

a disadvantage in their 

need to access water. 

We hope and pray that we 

will be more conscious of 

people whose disability 

leaves them without the 

support of a caring 

community to meet their 

need for healing, life-giving 

water.
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Side 1: Side  2: 

We lament that 

discrimination 

and exclusion 

are a reality in 

our world. 

We hope and pray that 

unjust and discriminatory  

practices against all people 

who are marginalized will 

be recognized for what they 

are.
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Closing Prayer:
Jesus, Life-Giving Water;  

Creator God; 
Sustaining Spirit of Life:

May we be faithful to your vision that life and its gifts are for all; 

that no one will be excluded or left behind. 

May this vision empower us to work so that

all people and all life 

will have full access to water. 

Amen 
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Closing Hymn: In Christ There Is No East or West
CBW III # 529

In Christ there is no East or West,

In Christ no South or North;

But one great family of love

Throughout the whole wide earth.

For God in Christ has made us one

From every land and race,

Has reconciled us through his Son

And made us whole by grace.
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