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During the SECOND week of MARCH we listen to the heart of the world and 

hold the Sisters of St. Joseph and the people of CHAD in our prayer. 

 

 

 

The Republic of Chad, the fifth largest country in Africa, is a landlocked country in Central Africa,  

bordered by Libya to the north, Sudan to the east, the Central African Republic to the 

south, Cameroon and Nigeria to the southwest and Niger to the west.  

Chad has several regions: a desert zone in the north, an arid belt in the centre and a more fertile zone in 
the south. Lake Chad, after which the country is named, is the largest wetland in Chad and the second-
largest in Africa. The capital N'Djamena is the largest city. 

Chad's official languages are Arabic and French. Chad is home to over 200 different ethnic and  
linguistic groups. The major religions are Islam (at 55%), followed by Christianity (at 40%). 

Beginning in the 7th millennium BCE, human populations moved into the Chadian basin in great 
numbers. By the end of the 1st millennium AD, a series of states and empires had risen and fallen in 
Chad's Sahelian strip, each focused on controlling the trans-Saharan trade routes that passed through 
the region. France had conquered the territory by 1920 and incorporated it as part of French Equatorial 
Africa. In 1960, Chad obtained independence under the leadership of François Tombalbaye. Resentment 
towards his policies in the Muslim north culminated in the eruption of a long-lasting civil war in 1965. In 
1979 the rebels conquered the capital. However, the rebel commanders fought amongst themselves 
until Hissène Habré defeated his rivals. He was overthrown in 1990 by his general Idriss Déby.  
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Since 2003 the Darfur crisis in Sudan has spilt over the border and destabilized the nation, with 
hundreds of thousands of Sudanese refugees living in and around camps in eastern Chad. Unsustainable 
high birth rates and a lack of agriculture let the country persist in poverty. 

While many political parties are active, power lies firmly in the hands of President Déby and his political 
party, the Patriotic Salvation Movement. Chad remains plagued by political violence and recurrent 
attempted coups d'état. Chad is one of the poorest and most corrupt countries in the world; most 
inhabitants live in poverty as subsistence herders and farmers. Since 2003 crude oil has become the 
country's primary source of export earnings, superseding the traditional cotton industry. (Information from 

Wikipedia) 

The population of Chad is 14.45 million (2016) 

 

Nine sisters from the Instituto San Guiseppe minister in Chad . 

Below is a rough translation of a text provided by the General Secretary. She expressed heartfelt 
gratitude for our prayerful support. 

 

The Institute of St. Joseph of Italy is present in Chad in three small communities in the South, within two 

different dioceses: two communities (Djoli and Danamadji) are in the Diocese of Sarh. The third is in the 

Diocese of Goré in the town Laramanaye. 

The sisters are very active in parish work, in different movements (children, youth, Legion of Mary, 

catechesis). They also work in women’s development teaching in a school for mothers and their primary 

children. Some serve in the health clinic helping to decrease illness in the villages and homes through 

education and teaching about hygiene. 

The sisters live in very simple houses which are owned by the dioceses. Each community also does 

vocational ministry in collaboration with the parishes and the Diocese. This is very sensitive work 

because of the large number of Muslims, and the attachment to traditional customs. The sisters try to 

live attentive to the people, those of other religions and especially with the poor. 

The problems are grave, daily they confront poverty, lack of water and electricity, and poor means of 

transportation. The parishes extend for miles, with many villages and very poor roads. 

 

 

United in prayer, 

the Global Joseph 

Family, 11,000 

sisters in 53 

countries, listening 

to the heart of the 

world. 
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