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FEDERATION OF THE SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH OF CANADA 

RESOURCES FOR 

THE GLOBAL COORDINATING GROUP PRAYER CALENDAR 

During the SECOND week of February we listen to the heart of the world and 

hold the Sisters of St. Joseph and the people of Brazil in our prayer. 

 

Brazil, officially the Federative Republic of Brazil, is the largest country in both South America 
and Latin America. At 8.5 million square kilometers and with over 208 million people, Brazil is 
the world’s fifth-largest country by area and the sixth most populous. The capital is Brasilia, and 
the most populated city is São Paulo. It is the largest country to have Portuguese as an official 
language and the only one in the Americas. Its Amazon River basin includes a vast tropical 
forest, home to diverse wildlife, a variety of ecological systems, and extensive natural resources 
spanning numerous protected habitats. The unique environmental heritage makes Brazil one of 
17 megadiverse countries, and is the subject of significant global interest and debate regarding 
deforestation and environmental protection. 
 
Brazil was inhabited by numerous tribal nations prior to the landing in 1500 of explorer Pedro 
Alvares Cabral, who claimed the area for the Portuguese empire. Brazil remained a Portuguese 
colony until 1808, when the capital of the empire was transferred from Lisbon to Rio de Janeiro. 
The country became a presidential republic in 1889 following a military coup d’état. An 
authoritarian military junta came to power in 1964 and ruled until 1985, after which civilian 
governance resumed. Brazil’s current constitution, formulated in 1988, defines it as a 
democratic federal republic. The federation is composed of the union of the Federal District, 
the 26 states, and the 54,570 municipalities. 
 

A number of our CSJ congregations have or had missions in Brazil. 

The following material is taken from congregational websites. 
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International Meeting of the Sisters of Saint Joseph 

 An international meeting of the Sisters of Saint Joseph brought together 92 participants in Itu, 
São Paulo – Brazil, from January 26 to 31, 2017. Sisters under age 60, novices, postulants and 
young women gathered for a major historical event in the life of the Sisters of Saint Joseph of 
the Latin American and Caribbean Network.  
 
The meeting had as its theme, "Bearers of Tradition," and was directed by Sister Griselda 
Martinez Morales (Lyon) and Sister Glória Philip (Buenos Aires). As bearers of a precious 
tradition that cannot be hidden away, but should be experienced and expressed in daily life and 
in ordinary life, we experienced moments of deep harmony and commitment to the charism 
and spirituality of the Congregation.  
 
With the dance of life, Sister Glória invited the Sisters to celebrate the synthesis of the meeting. 
The dance was the flight of geese, which shows that now we are in front supporting each other 
and now we are being led. 
 
The Eucharistic celebration was an insistent appeal to keep our eyes fixed on Jesus to keep alive 
our charism in our very different cultures. Sister Luiza Rodrigues, Provincial Superior of the 
Congregation of Chambéry, and Provincial Councilors sent sisters to the "four corners" of the 
world by motivating them to live missionary fervor.  
 
The meeting was a deep experience of who we are, what we dream, and dare to be, based on 
our origins. Let us return to the first kitchen and remain there with our torches lit, being fire, 
light, and life for the life of the world as BEARERS of the TRADITION. 
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The following material is gathered from the web sites of 

sisters presently serving in Brazil 

Sisters of St. Joseph of Chambery 

The Sisters of Saint Joseph want to sow hope, take care of life, and be builders of peace. They 
want to contribute with their charism of unity and of community for the construction of a more 
just world in solidarity. They want to be prophets where lies and corruption rule. 
 
With eyes open and with the lucidity that comes from the Gospel, the Sisters of Saint Joseph 
use all the means within their reach, “availing themselves of every breach in the neo-liberal 
capitalist system, in order to plant the seeds of the Kingdom of God” (D. Erwin Kruter, Bishop of 
Xingu, Amazonia, Brazil). 
 

 

Sisters of St. Joseph of Concordia, Kansas 

The Sisters heartily responded to Pope John XXIII’s appeal to religious communities to establish 
missions in South America and founded the Brazilian mission in 1963. 
 
There are two Kansan and 21 Brazilian Sisters. Five women entered the postulancy on St. 
Joseph’s Day and 14 women attended a recent “Come and See” weekend expressing an interest 
in entering the community. The Sisters have three houses in Teresina and three missions in 
more remote parts of Brazil. The ministries of the Sisters are focused on the poor and 
oppressed in keeping with the founding charism of the Sisters of St. Joseph. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Sisters of St. Joseph of Rochester 

 
In 1964, Mother Agnes Cecilia Troy sent five Sisters of Saint Joseph of Rochester to Mateira and 
São Simão, Brazil. Today there are eleven Sisters of Saint Joseph of Rochester in Brazil, eight 
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Sisters from the United States and three Sisters from Brazil. They are educators, healthcare 
providers, counselors, and pastoral agents. Since their arrival in Brazil, our Sisters have strived 
to walk with the people they serve – understanding that we have as much to receive, as we 
have to give. 
 
Click the links below to see the people, places, and experiences featured during the 50the Anniversary year.   

o Mission to the Unknown 

o SSJs and the Irish Oblates 

o Celebrating a Jubilee 

o Communications 50 years later 

 

 

And now we remember and celebrate the mission of 

the Sisters of St. Joseph of Peterborough, now the 

Congregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph in Canada 

 

Brazil Mission 

1965-1997 

(Information provided by Joe Keast, Archivist) 

At the request of the Popes during the 1960's, and at the invitation of Father Paul McHugh 

(later Bishop McHugh) of the Scarboro Foreign Mission Society, the Congregation agreed to 

take charge of small hospital deep in the Brazilian Amazon Valley.  The hospital had been built, 

but never opened because of a lack of qualified staff.  Before sending Sisters, Mother Ursula 

(Harrington) and Sister Marie Paul (Ouelette) travelled to Itacoatiara in late 1964 to familiarize 

the Congregation with the conditions to be encountered.  A group of five volunteers were 

missioned at a special departure ceremony held at the Cathedral of St. Peter-in Chains on Feb. 

22, 1965.  The five pioneers included Sister Mary Agnes (Garvey) - Superior, Sister St. Thomas 

(Alice Geneau), Sister Mary Teresa (Curtin), Sister Francesca (Voyer) and Sister Margaret Ann 

(Helen Harris).  After overcoming many hurdles in making all the physical and legal 

preparations, the group arrived in Belan, Brazil on March 9th for five months of Portuguese 

language and Brazilian culture training at a centre for missionaries run by the Redemptorist 

Fathers. 

https://www.ssjrochester.org/filehandler.ashx?x=5424
https://www.ssjrochester.org/filehandler.ashx?x=6268
https://www.ssjrochester.org/filehandler.ashx?x=6269
https://www.ssjrochester.org/filehandler.ashx?x=6369
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After flying to Manaus, the Sisters travelled on a Scarboro Foreign Mission boat for twelve 

hours through the Amazon jungle, reaching Itacoatiara in the late afternoon of July 29th, 1965. 

A convent was under construction (a gift of the Diocese of Peterborough), but until it was ready 

the Sisters lived on the second floor of the Parish Centre.  There was no reliable water supply, 

so water had to be bought and was always in short supply.  Electricity was available only from 

6:00PM to 11:00PM each day.  There were no screens on doors or windows, so it took some 

adjustment to be comfortable with the constant presence of insects.  While preparing the 

hospital, they also began visiting local families to provide basic medical care and to make 

themselves known in the community.  The hospital, with 15 beds, was originally intended to be 

a maternity hospital, but because of the need its scope was widened to treat a wider range of 

ailments. Serious cases which could be stabilized were sent to Manaus. Initially there was 

reluctance on the part of many locals to use the hospital and to abandon local practices which 

had been in use for hundreds of years.  In addition to the work in the hospital, the Sisters 

visited homes, both in Itacoatiara and small villages in the region to provide simple treatments 

and basic health information, especially about cleanliness, clean drinking water and nutrition.  

The hospital laundry had to be dried outdoors, which created real difficulties in the rainy 

season.  The lack of electricity after 11:00PM meant that night-time deliveries had to be 

performed with only the light of coal oil lamps. In February 1966 the convent, located across 

from the hospital, was ready for occupancy - complete with screens and hot and cold running 

water. From the beginning, the Sisters worked to train local girls and women to be nursing 

assistants and health care aides, both in the hospital and in the outlying villages.  In 1968 

arrangements were made to set up an X-Ray Department and Medical Laboratory.  As time 

progressed, the mortality rate for mothers and babies declined.  (Photo: Sr. Alice Geneau) 
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An ongoing source of concern was the government's failure to provide timely funding needed 

to keep the hospital operating.  One notable fund-raising effort was a group of Sisters in Canada 

who performed a musical program called 'Musically Yours' throughout Ontario to raise money 

for the mission in Brazil. 

In 1972 the government built a new 30 bed hospital to replace the original building, and 

formally took over the operation of the hospital. The Sisters continued to work in the hospital, 

focusing on training Brazilians to take over.  At the same time, more attention was focused on 

reaching out to the remote communities to provide public health programs, such as 

vaccinations and basic health education.  In 1976, the bottom floor of the convent was 

converted to a Diocesan Centre. 

Gradually, the focus of the Sisters work changed from health care to pastoral care.  In 1978 

Sister Carole Fleming began working full time in a remote village as a pastoral worker. In 1979, 

feeling dissatisfied with political interference at the hospital, the Sisters left the hospital to 

focus on public health and pastoral care in the surrounding region. In 1982, the Sisters moved 

to a small rented house, and the whole convent became a Centre for Catechetics and Pastoral 

Care for the diocese.  The Sisters' focus was now on supporting and encouraging the Ecclesial 

Base Communities in the region, visiting villages two or three times a year to assist the lay 

leaders.  The Sisters expressed the view that the local people were evangelizing them, as much 

as they were assisting the local communities.  Because of the nature of their work visiting many 

remote villages, the Sisters did not live in community.  They often travelled and worked alone 

or with a lay missionary. As time progressed, the number of Sisters in Brazil declined, until in 

1997 Sister Frances Baker left to minster in Zambia and the Congregation ended over thirty 

years of missionary activity in Brazil. 

 

 
Sisters dining with Bishop 
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United in prayer, the Global Joseph Family, 11,000 sisters in 52 countries, listening 
to the heart of the world. 


