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THE GLOBAL COORDINATING GROUP PRAYER CALENDAR 

 

This week we listen to the heart of the world and hold the Sisters of St. Joseph and the people of UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA in our prayer. 

   
The United States of America (USA), is a country composed of 50 states, a federal district, five 
major self-governing territories, and various possessions.  At 3.8 million square miles (9.8 million km), 
the United States is the world's third- or fourth-largest country by total area and slightly smaller than 
the entire continent of Europe's 3.9 million square miles (10.1 million km). With a population of over 
325 million people, the U.S. is the third most populous country. The capital is Washington, D.C., and 
the largest city by population is New York City. The State of Hawaii is an archipelago in the mid-Pacific 
Ocean. The U.S. territories are scattered about the Pacific Ocean and the Caribbean Sea, stretching 
across nine official time zones. The extremely diverse geography, climate, and wildlife of the United 
States make it one of the world's 17 megadiverse countries.  

Paleo-Indians migrated from Siberia to the North American mainland at least 15,000 years ago. 
European colonization began in the 16th century. The United States emerged from the thirteen British 
colonies established along the East Coast. Numerous disputes between Great Britain and the colonies 
following the French and Indian War led to the American Revolution, which began in 1775, and the 
subsequent Declaration of Independence in 1776. The war ended in 1783 with the United States 
becoming the first country to gain independence from a European power.  

The current constitution was adopted in 1788, with the first ten 
amendments, collectively named the Bill of Rights, being ratified in 
1791 to guarantee many fundamental civil liberties. The United 
States embarked on a vigorous expansion across North America 
throughout the 19th century, acquiring new territories, displacing 
Native American tribes, and gradually admitting new states until it 
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spanned the continent by 1848. During the second half of the 19th century, the Civil War led to the 
abolition of slavery. By the end of the century, the United States had extended into the Pacific Ocean, 
and its economy, driven in large part by the Industrial Revolution, began to soar. The Spanish–American 
War and World War I confirmed the country's status as a global military power. The United States 
emerged from World War II as a global superpower, the first country to develop nuclear weapons, the 
only country to use them in warfare, and a permanent member of the United Nations Security Council. 
During the Cold War, the United States and the Soviet Union competed in the Space Race, culminating 
with the 1969 moon landing.  

The United States is the world's oldest surviving federation. It is a federal republic and a representative 
democracy, "in which majority rule is tempered by minority rights protected by law". The United States 
is a founding member of the United Nations, World Bank, International Monetary Fund, Organization of 
American States (OAS), and other international organizations.  

The United States is the world's largest importer and the second largest exporter of goods, by 
value. Although its population is only 4.3% of the world total, the U.S. holds 33% of the total wealth in 
the world, the largest share of global wealth concentrated in a single country. 

 

Sisters of St. Joseph in the United States 

There are 4371 Sisters and 2706 Associates in the United States. They minster in soup kitchens, shelters, 
universities, schools, hospitals, courtrooms, prisons, retreat centres, offices, nursing homes, 
laboratories, studios and hospices, functioning as educators, lawyers, doctors, nurses, family therapists, 
social workers, patents advocates, spiritual directors, parish minsters, theologians, psychologists, 
physical therapists, administrators, artists, authors, musicians, poets and a myriad of other professions. 

Congregations of St. Joseph living in the United States are: Baden, Boston, Brentwood, Buffalo, 
Carondelet, Concordia, Congregation of St. Joseph, Erie, Orange, Philadelphia, Rochester, Springfield, St. 
Augustine, Watertown, West-Hartford-Chambery, and Winslow-Lyon. 

Perhaps the best way to see a wide overview is to visit the US Federation website: 
http://www.cssjfed.org/ 

The following article was posted December 12, 2018. 

One Day with the Caravan in Tijuana 
By Sr. Judy Molosky 

 
God granted me a 24 hour trip to San Diego and Tijuana on December 4, 2018. I was met on the San 
Diego side of the border by Amanda and Carly of the American Refugee Committee (ARC) from 
Minnesota. They were on "assignment" to find religious sisters working with the Caravan and refugees 
in Tijuana. With them, I was able to visit both Casa de Los Pobres, run by Sr. Armida and Instituto Madre 
Asunta, run by Sr. Adelia. They are both inspiring women on a MISSION of service with hungry and lost 
adults and children in the border town of Tijuana. Because of the upsurge in refugees since the arrival of 
the Caravan, Sr. Adelia has noticed that the "light in the women's eyes has gone out," for those at her 
shelter. Once hopeful to seek asylum, they now wait for their ICE number to come up with fear and 
trembling, one had #1326 and another #1531. 
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Sr. Judy Molosky (center) serving food to refugees in Tijuana. (Photo courtesy of Sr. Judy Molosky) 

Later in the day, we visited the new site where the 5000 in the Caravan stay, 11 miles east of downtown 
Tijuana. It's a stadium type area with a covered space for the families. Others, mostly young men, had 
camping tents scattered all over the concrete public area. We entered the area freely, talked with adults 
and played with children. We met 21-year-old Nelson, who wants to come to the USA, as they all do. He 
was raised Catholic. He shared how monjas (nuns) accompanied them all through Guatemala. Nelson 
shared that the nuns accompanied them in case anyone fell along the wayside; "no one should die 
alone," said the nuns. 

Some international service agencies 
appeared to be available under tents, like 
the UN High Commission on Refugees and 
the International Organization for Migration 
(IOM), World Vision, Red Cross, and 
UNICEF, but the lines were more prominent 
as cars drove up offering blankets or 
clothes. There was a hot food distribution 
area with a very long line. We left around 5 
pm as the clouds were coming for the night 
storm. Where is hope in a foreign land 
when returning home means death? Their 
hope lies in God, who will not abandon 
them — we heard that over and over. 
 

The tent area in Tijuana where refugees sleep while waiting for processing. (Photo Courtesy of Judy Molosky) 



The next morning we met at a San Diego shelter, a former retreat center, with 100+ cots in the gym 
area. The San Diego Organizing Project (SDOP) — part of PICO National Network — runs this new 
emergency shelter where 30 to 50 people arrive each day from a bus sent by ICE. Soon they will run out 
of room, but their "command central" is key! It is a room filled with computers and transportation 
volunteers helping each arrival get to their designated USA location for their immigration or asylum 
court hearing. In the meantime, they need to be fed and cared for. Volunteers are needed for 
everything, including driving to bus station or airport. Spanish speakers inquire within!!! 

Our St. Joseph Workers are going this weekend to do "all that woman is capable" and Sr. Patrice Coolick 
is planning on a month long stay over the holidays where her nursing and bilingual abilities will be 
invaluable! My admiration for SDOP went way up when I learned that Sr. Maureen Brown (Sister of St. 
Joseph of Carondelet- Los Angeles) is their co-chairperson. We are everywhere! May people of faith and 
hope respond to this emergency with full hearts! 

 [Sr. Judy Molosky is a Sister of St. Joseph of Carondelet- Los Angeles. She is the director of the St. Joseph Worker Volunteer 
Program in Los Angeles, a program for young women wishing to serve with those on the margins. Sr. Judy is the founder of the 
LA-based House of Ruth shelter and formerly ran a job cooperative for Spanish speakers.] 

 

CANADIAN SISTERS OF St. JOSEPH IN THE UNITED STATES 

 

 

Sister Mary Alban Bouchard (CSJ Toronto) served as our CSJ 
representative at the United Nations from 1983 - 1989. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Sister Wendy Cotter, PhD (CSJ in Canada) served as a professor of 
Scripture in the Theology Department of Loyola University, Chicago from 
1991 – 2016. Since that time she continues to give retreats and 
participates in advocacy work particularly with women and seniors. 

 
 
 
 

http://www.sdop.net/
http://www.organizingcareers.org/
https://stjosephworkerwest.org/


Sister Mae Kierans (Sault Ste Marie) served as Director at Guest House, Lake Orion, Michigan from 1995 
- 2001 for the Women Religious Addiction international program.  The following year she was Director of 
Providence Centre Long Term Care for indigent uninsured adults in Pascoag, RI, USA 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

United in prayer, the Global Joseph Family, 11,000 sisters in 52 
countries, listening to the heart of the world. 

 


