
FEDERATION OF THE SISTERS OF ST JOSEPH OF CANADA 

RESOURCES FOR 

THE GLOBAL COORDINATING GROUP CALENDAR 

We listen to the heart of the world and hold in our prayer the Sisters of St. Joseph and the 
people of PAPUA NEW GUINEA.  

 

New Guinea, more commonly known, Papua, is a large island north of Australia, but south of the 
equator. It is the world's second-largest island, covering a land area of 785,753 km (303,381 sq mi). 
Isolated by the Arafura Sea to the west, and the Torres Strait and Coral Sea to the east, it is sometimes 
considered to be the easternmost island of the Indonesian archipelago. It lies north of Australia's Top 
End, the Gulf of Carpentaria and Cape York Peninsula, and west of the Bismarck Archipelago and the 
Solomon Islands Archipelago. 
 
The human presence on the island dates back at least 40,000 years, to the oldest homo sapiens 
migrations out of Africa. Research indicates that the highlands were an early and independent center of 
agriculture, with evidence of irrigation going back at least 10,000 years. Over 1,000 languages are 
spoken on the island, most being classified as Papuan languages.  
 
The eastern half of the island is the major land mass of the independent state of Papua New Guinea. The 
western half, referred to as Western New Guinea or West Papua or simply Papua, formerly a Dutch 
colony, was annexed by Indonesia in 1962 and has been administered by it since then.  

 

Sisters of St. Joseph 

The Sisters of St. Joseph of Chambéry have 2 sisters serving in education. 

Forty Sisters of St. Joseph of Orange have served in Papua New Guinea from 1940-1991. Some of their 
stories were captured on video in 2011 and can be seen in a series called Sister Stories: Papua New 
Guinea. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z_zdVMPi17w 
 
Trapped in Paradise: Catholic Nuns in the South Pacific 1940-1943 tells the story of four Catholic nuns 
from Orange, California who were assigned to mission work in 1940 on a small island in the South 
Pacific. It is a first person account of their sometimes uncomfortable efforts to embrace a culture not 
their own, and the perils of hiding and surviving from World War II. The book is available on 
www.csjorange.org  and Amazon. Proceeds benefit behavioral health services for veterans. 
 
United in prayer the Global Joseph Family, 11,000 sisters in 54 
countries, listening to the heart of the world. 
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