
Lifestyle — A deacon is a man of faith 
and prayer who:

 may be married or single

 serves the poor

 assists the bishop and priests
  of his diocese

 fulfills the duties of an ordained minister 
    in addition to those of his professional
  work

God, I know you love me and 
have great plans for me.

But sometimes I am 
overwhelmed by the thought of 
my future.

It’s scary, God!

SShow me how to walk forward 
one day at a time.

May I take heart while I search 
openly, learn about my options, 
pray, seek wise advice, and pay 
attention to my own feelings 
and desires.

BBy doing these things may I 
hear your call to a lifestyle that 
will let me love as only I can, 
and let me serve others with 
the special gifts you have given 
me.

GGod, thank you for your hope in 
me.

Amen.

— adapted from a pamphlet by the 
National Coalition for Church Vocations

Each baptized Christian is called by God to 
do something special, to become someone 
special!

Our call or vocation as Christians is to 
become more Christlike.  Each person has 
special gifts and talents that will help that 
person to be of service to others.

SService is the vocation that is common to all 
Christians.  After discernment and 
deliberate choice, each person is called to 
live out the call to service through a 
particular lifestyle.

GGod calls some to be sisters, brothers, 
deacons or priests.  God calls others to be 
husbands, wives, parents, or single.

TThrough prayer, reflection, and 
conversation with others about our dreams 
and talents, we can best combine our 
talents with a lifestyle that will help us to 
share the Gospel of service with others.

VOCATION CHOICES 
FOR CATHOLICS

I am among you
as one who serves.

Luke 22:27

Service — A deacon may be asked to:
 minister to the elderly

 work in prisons, hospitals, 
  or other institutions

 serve wherever the church’s needs 
  are the greatest

 preach homilies

 baptize

 witness marriages

Sisters of St. Joseph 
of Toronto
www.csj-to.ca

Sisters of St. Joseph 
of Sault Ste. Marie
www.csjssm.ca

CCongregation of 
Sisters of St. Joseph in Canada 

www.csjcanada.org

Who do I dream 
I would like to be?

What are my talents? 
What do others tell me I do well?

How can I make God’s love 
known in the world today?

Called as a Deacon Vocation Prayer Vocation as Call



Lifestyle — A sister or brother is a 
person of faith and prayer who:

 vows poverty, living simply and 
  holding all things in common

 vows celibacy, loving all people
  universally

 vows obedience, listening to God’s will
    through prayer and discernment

 lives and prays in community 
  with others

Lifestyle — A priest is a man of faith 
and prayer who:

 is called to be a church minister

 as a diocesan priest promises obedience
  to the bishop and commits to live a
  life of celibate chastity

 or in a religious community,
    vows obedience, poverty, and celibacy

Lifestyle — A married person is a 
woman or man of faith and prayer who:

 lives Christian values

 vows fidelity to a spouse through 
  the sacrament of marriage

 lives and models Christian values 
  in the family

 promises to help his or her spouse
  become a better person

Lifestyle — A single person is a woman 
or man of faith and prayer who:

 is called to live Christian values

 lives the Christian call to serve

 makes Christ present in all parts of life —
  family, profession, volunteering,
  friendship

Service — A sister or brother is called to:
 hold the needs of the world in prayer

 engage in education

 bring healing, justice, and peace to all

 welcome the stranger

 care for the earth and its most
    vulnerable people

 serve wherever needs are the greatest

Service — A priest is called to:
 evangelize and provide pastoral care, 
  be a servant, teacher, and missionary

 proclaim the Word of God 
  and administer the sacraments

 build community that works to 
    bring healing, justice, and peace to all

Service — A married person is called to:
 live the Christian call to proclaim 
  the Gospel and serve in the world

 work with integrity and honesty, 
  in the service of the common good

 serve wherever time, talent, money, 
    and family responsibilities will allow

Service — A single person is called to:
 live the Christian call to proclaim 
  the Gospel and serve in the world

 work with integrity and honesty, 
  in the service of the common good

 serve wherever time, talent, money,
    and personal responsibilities will allow

Called as a Sister or Brother Called as a Priest Called as a Married Person Called as a Single Person
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