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Beginning January 14, 2019 we listen to the heart of the world and hold the Sisters of St. Joseph and the 

people of ARGENTINA in our prayer. 

 

 

Argentina is located mostly in the southern half of South America. Sharing the bulk of the Southern 
Cone with Chile to the west, it is bordered by Bolivia and Paraguay to the north, Brazil to the 
northeast, Uruguay and the South Atlantic Ocean to the east, and the Drake Passage to the south. With 
a mainland area of 2,780,400 km (1,073,500 sq mi), Argentina is the eighth-largest country in the world, 
the fourth largest in the Americas, and the largest Spanish-speaking nation. The sovereign state is 
subdivided into twenty-three provinces and one autonomous city, Buenos Aires, which is the federal 
capital of the nation. The provinces and the capital have their own constitutions, but exist under 
a federal system. Argentina claims sovereignty over part of Antarctica, the Falkland Islands, and South 
Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands. 
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The earliest recorded human presence in modern-day Argentina dates back to the Paleolithic 
period.  The country has its roots in Spanish colonization of the region during the 16th 
century.  The declaration and fight for independence (1810–1818) was followed by an extended civil 
war that lasted until 1861, culminating in the country's reorganization as a federation of provinces with 
Buenos Aires as its capital city. The country thereafter enjoyed relative peace and stability, with several 
waves of European immigration radically reshaping its cultural and demographic outlook. The almost-
unparalleled increase in prosperity led to Argentina becoming the seventh wealthiest nation in the 
world by the early 20th century.  

Following the Great Depression in the 1930s, Argentina descended into political instability and economic 
decline that pushed it back into underdevelopment.  

Following the death of President Juan Perón in 1974, his wife Isabel Martínez de Perón ascended to the 
presidency. She was overthrown in 1976 by a U.S.-backed coup which installed a right-wing military 
dictatorship. The military government persecuted and murdered numerous political critics, activists, and 
leftists in the Dirty War, a period of state terrorism that lasted until the election of Raúl Alfonsín as 
President in 1983. Several of the junta's leaders were later convicted of their crimes and sentenced to 
imprisonment. 

Argentina retains its historic status as a middle power in international affairs, and is a 
prominent regional power in the Southern Cone and Latin America. It is a founding member of 
the United Nations, World Bank, World Trade Organization, Mercosur, Union of South American 
Nations, Community of Latin American and Caribbean States and the Organization of Ibero-American 
States. It is the country with the second highest Human Development Index in Latin America. 

(Information from Wikipedia, graphics from Google) 

 

Sisters of St. Joseph in Argentina 

One hundred and eighty-five sisters minster in Argentina. Many are from the Sisters of St. Joseph 

founded in Argentina, others are from the Italian Congregations of Cuneo and Pinerolo. 

Their works include: pastoral and social work with women, youth and lonely persons; popular and 

institutional education, ministry with persons with handicaps, working with persons without land; health 

dispensaries and homes for the elderly. 

Check-out the wonderful website: https://pequenoproyecto.org.ar/ 

It will pop up in Spanish, but click on the translation button. Lots of wonderful photos there! 

 

 

United in prayer, the Global Joseph Family, 

11,000 sisters in 52 countries, listening to the 

heart of the world. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Argentine_Declaration_of_Independence
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Argentine_War_of_Independence
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Argentine_Civil_Wars
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Argentine_Civil_Wars
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Immigration_in_Argentina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Immigration_in_Argentina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Depression
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Juan_Per%C3%B3n
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isabel_Mart%C3%ADnez_de_Per%C3%B3n
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1976_Argentine_coup_d%27%C3%A9tat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Right-wing_politics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_dictatorship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_dictatorship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dirty_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_terrorism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ra%C3%BAl_Alfons%C3%ADn
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middle_power
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Regional_power
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_Cone
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Bank_Group
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Trade_Organization
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercosur
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Union_of_South_American_Nations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Union_of_South_American_Nations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Community_of_Latin_American_and_Caribbean_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Organization_of_Ibero-American_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Organization_of_Ibero-American_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_Development_Index
https://pequenoproyecto.org.ar/

